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[F1ANNEX I

Definition of small and medium-sized enterprises
(Extract from Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC of 6 May 2003 concerning

the definition of small and medium sized enterprises, OJ L 124, 20.5.2003, p. 36)

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 364/2004 of 25 February 2004 amending Regulation

(EC) No 70/2001 as regards the extension of its scope to include aid for research and development.

DEFINITION OF MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES ADOPTED BY
THE COMMISSION

Article 3

Types of enterprise taken into consideration in
calculating staff numbers and financial amounts

1 An ‘autonomous enterprise’ is any enterprise which is not classified as a partner
enterprise within the meaning of paragraph 2 or as a linked enterprise within the meaning of
paragraph 3.

2 ‘Partner enterprises’ are all enterprises which are not classified as linked enterprises
within the meaning of paragraph 3 and between which there is the following relationship:
an enterprise (upstream enterprise) holds, either solely or jointly with one or more linked
enterprises within the meaning of paragraph 3, 25 % or more of the capital or voting rights of
another enterprise (downstream enterprise).

3 ‘Linked enterprises’ are enterprises which have any of the following relationships with
each other:

4 Except in the cases set out in paragraph 2, second subparagraph an enterprise cannot
be considered an SME if 25 % or more of the capital or voting rights are directly or indirectly
controlled, jointly or individually, by one or more public bodies.

5 Enterprises may make a declaration of status as an autonomous enterprise, partner
enterprise or linked enterprise, including the data regarding the ceilings set out in Article 2. The
declaration may be made even if the capital is spread in such a way that it is not possible to
determine exactly by whom it is held, in which case the enterprise may declare in good faith
that it can legitimately presume that it is not owned as to 25 % or more by one enterprise or
jointly by enterprises linked to one another. Such declarations are made without prejudice to the
checks and investigations provided for by national or Community rules.]
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