
Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Directive 2014/65/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of
15 May 2014 on markets in financial instruments and amending Directive
2002/92/EC and Directive 2011/61/EU (recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE II

AUTHORISATION AND OPERATING CONDITIONS FOR INVESTMENT FIRMS

CHAPTER I

Conditions and procedures for authorisation

Article 12

Assessment period

1 The competent authorities shall, promptly and in any event within two working days
following receipt of the notification required under the first subparagraph of Article 11(1), as
well as following the possible subsequent receipt of the information referred to in paragraph 2
of this Article, acknowledge receipt thereof in writing to the proposed acquirer.

The competent authorities shall have a maximum of sixty working days as from the
date of the written acknowledgement of receipt of the notification and all documents
required by the Member State to be attached to the notification on the basis of the list
referred to in Article 13(4) (the ‘assessment period’), to carry out the assessment.

The competent authorities shall inform the proposed acquirer of the date of the expiry
of the assessment period at the time of acknowledging receipt.

2 The competent authorities may, during the assessment period, if necessary, and no
later than on the 50th working day of the assessment period, request any further information
that is necessary to complete the assessment. Such request shall be made in writing and shall
specify the additional information needed.

For the period between the date of request for information by the competent authorities
and the receipt of a response thereto by the proposed acquirer, the assessment period
shall be interrupted. The interruption shall not exceed 20 working days. Any further
requests by the competent authorities for completion or clarification of the information
shall be at their discretion but may not result in an interruption of the assessment period.

3 The competent authorities may extend the interruption referred to in the second
subparagraph of paragraph 2 up to 30 working days if the proposed acquirer is one of the
following:

a a natural or legal person situated or regulated outside the Union;
b a natural or legal person not subject to supervision under this Directive or Directives

2009/65/EC, 2009/138/EC or 2013/36/EU.

4 If the competent authorities, upon completion of the assessment, decide to oppose the
proposed acquisition, they shall, within two working days, and not exceeding the assessment
period, inform the proposed acquirer in writing and provide the reasons for that decision. Subject
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to national law, an appropriate statement of the reasons for the decision may be made accessible
to the public at the request of the proposed acquirer. This shall not prevent a Member State from
allowing the competent authority to make such disclosure in the absence of a request by the
proposed acquirer.

5 If the competent authorities do not oppose the proposed acquisition within the
assessment period in writing, it shall be deemed to be approved.

6 The competent authorities may fix a maximum period for concluding the proposed
acquisition and extend it where appropriate.

7 Member States may not impose requirements for the notification to and approval by
the competent authorities of direct or indirect acquisitions of voting rights or capital that are
more stringent than those set out in this Directive.

8 ESMA shall develop draft regulatory technical standards to establish an exhaustive
list of information, referred to in Article 13(4) to be included by proposed acquirers in their
notification, without prejudice to paragraph 2 of this Article.

ESMA shall submit those draft regulatory technical standards to the Commission by 1
January 2014.

Power is delegated to the Commission to adopt the regulatory technical standards
referred to in the first subparagraph in accordance with Articles 10 to 14 of Regulation
(EU) No 1095/2010.

9 ESMA shall develop draft implementing technical standards to determine standard
forms, templates and procedures for the modalities of the consultation process between the
relevant competent authorities as referred to in Article 11(2).

ESMA shall submit those draft implementing technical standards to the Commission
by 1 January 2014.

Power is conferred on the Commission to adopt the implementing technical standards
referred to in the first subparagraph in accordance with Article 15 of Regulation (EU)
No 1095/2010.


