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Directive 2014/40/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 April 2014
on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the
Member States concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco and
related products and repealing Directive 2001/37/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE IV

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 24

Free movement

1 Member States may not, for considerations relating to aspects regulated by this
Directive, and subject to paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article, prohibit or restrict the placing on
the market of tobacco or related products which comply with this Directive.

2 This Directive shall not affect the right of a Member State to maintain or introduce
further requirements, applicable to all products placed on its market, in relation to the
standardisation of the packaging of tobacco products, where it is justified on grounds of public
health, taking into account the high level of protection of human health achieved through this
Directive. Such measures shall be proportionate and may not constitute a means of arbitrary
discrimination or a disguised restriction on trade between Member States. Those measures shall
be notified to the Commission together with the grounds for maintaining or introducing them.

3 A Member State may also prohibit a certain category of tobacco or related products, on
grounds relating to the specific situation in that Member State and provided the provisions are
justified by the need to protect public health, taking into account the high level of protection of
human health achieved through this Directive. Such national provisions shall be notified to the
Commission together with the grounds for introducing them. The Commission shall, within six
months of the date of receiving the notification provided for in this paragraph, approve or reject
the national provisions after having verified, taking into account the high level of protection
of human health achieved through this Directive, whether or not they are justified, necessary
and proportionate to their aim and whether or not they are a means of arbitrary discrimination
or a disguised restriction on trade between the Member States. In the absence of a decision by
the Commission within the period of six months, the national provisions shall be deemed to
be approved.


