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Directive2011/93/EUof the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December
2011 on combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and

child pornography, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA

Article 15

Investigation and prosecution

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that investigations into
or the prosecution of the offences referred to in Articles 3 to 7 are not dependent on a report
or accusation being made by the victim or by his or her representative, and that criminal
proceedings may continue even if that person has withdrawn his or her statements.

2 Member States shall take the necessary measures to enable the prosecution of any of
the offences referred to in Article 3, Article 4(2), (3), (5), (6) and (7) and of any serious offences
referred to in Article 5(6) when child pornography as referred to in Article 2(c)(i) and (ii) has
been used, for a sufficient period of time after the victim has reached the age of majority and
which is commensurate with the gravity of the offence concerned.

3 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that effective investigative
tools, such as those which are used in organised crime or other serious crime cases are available
to persons, units or services responsible for investigating or prosecuting offences referred to in
Articles 3 to 7.

4 Member States shall take the necessary measures to enable investigative units or
services to attempt to identify the victims of the offences referred to in Articles 3 to 7,
in particular by analysing child pornography material, such as photographs and audiovisual
recordings transmitted or made available by means of information and communication
technology.


