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Council Directive 2010/24/EU of 16 March 2010 concerning mutual assistance
for the recovery of claims relating to taxes, duties and other measures

CHAPTER IV

RECOVERY OR PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

Article 18

Limits to the requested authority’s obligations

1 The requested authority shall not be obliged to grant the assistance provided for in
Articles 10 to 16 if recovery of the claim would, because of the situation of the debtor, create
serious economic or social difficulties in the requested Member State, in so far as the laws,
regulations and administrative practices in force in that Member State allow such exception for
national claims.

2 The requested authority shall not be obliged to grant the assistance provided for in
Articles 5 and 7 to 16, if the initial request for assistance pursuant to Article 5, 7, 8, 10 or 16
is made in respect of claims which are more than 5 years old, dating from the due date of the
claim in the applicant Member State to the date of the initial request for assistance.

However, in cases where the claim or the initial instrument permitting enforcement in
the applicant Member State is contested, the 5-year period shall be deemed to begin
from the moment when it is established in the applicant Member State that the claim or
the instrument permitting enforcement may no longer be contested.

Moreover, in cases where a postponement of the payment or instalment plan is granted
by the competent authorities of the applicant Member State, the 5-year period shall be
deemed to begin from the moment when the entire payment period has come to its end.

However, in those cases the requested authority shall not be obliged to grant the
assistance in respect of claims which are more than 10 years old, dating from the due
date of the claim in the applicant Member State.

3 A Member State shall not be obliged to grant assistance if the total amount of the
claims covered by this Directive, for which assistance is requested, is less than EUR 1 500.

4 The requested authority shall inform the applicant authority of the grounds for refusing
a request for assistance.



