
Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Directive 2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 10 March 2010 on the coordination of certain provisions laid

down by law, regulation or administrative action in Member States
concerning the provision of audiovisual media services (Audiovisual

Media Services Directive) (codified version) (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER VI

PROMOTION OF DISTRIBUTION AND
PRODUCTION OF TELEVISION PROGRAMMES

Article 16

1 Member States shall ensure, where practicable and by appropriate means, that
broadcasters reserve for European works a majority proportion of their transmission time,
excluding the time allotted to news, sports events, games, advertising, teletext services and
teleshopping. This proportion, having regard to the broadcaster’s informational, educational,
cultural and entertainment responsibilities to its viewing public, should be achieved
progressively, on the basis of suitable criteria.

2 Where the proportion laid down in paragraph 1 cannot be attained, it must not be lower
than the average for 1988 in the Member State concerned.

However, in respect of Greece and Portugal, the year 1988 shall be replaced by the year
1990.

3 Member States shall provide the Commission every 2 years, starting from 3 October
1991, with a report on the application of this Article and Article 17.

That report shall in particular include a statistical statement on the achievement of
the proportion referred to in this Article and Article 17 for each of the television
programmes falling within the jurisdiction of the Member State concerned, the reasons,
in each case, for the failure to attain that proportion and the measures adopted or
envisaged in order to achieve it.

The Commission shall inform the other Member States and the European Parliament
of the reports, which shall be accompanied, where appropriate, by an opinion. The
Commission shall ensure the application of this Article and Article 17 in accordance
with the provisions of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The
Commission may take account in its opinion, in particular, of progress achieved in
relation to previous years, the share of first broadcast works in the programming, the
particular circumstances of new television broadcasters and the specific situation of
countries with a low audiovisual production capacity or restricted language area.

Article 17

Member States shall ensure, where practicable and by appropriate means, that
broadcasters reserve at least 10 % of their transmission time, excluding the time
allotted to news, sports events, games, advertising, teletext services and teleshopping,
or alternately, at the discretion of the Member State, at least 10 % of their
programming budget, for European works created by producers who are independent
of broadcasters. This proportion, having regard to the broadcaster’s informational,
educational, cultural and entertainment responsibilities to its viewing public, should
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be achieved progressively, on the basis of suitable criteria. It must be achieved by
earmarking an adequate proportion for recent works, that is to say works transmitted
within 5 years of their production.

Article 18

This Chapter shall not apply to television broadcasts that are intended for local audiences
and do not form part of a national network.


