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Directive 2009/31/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
23 April 2009 on the geological storage of carbon dioxide and amending

Council Directive 85/337/EEC, European Parliament and Council
Directives 2000/60/EC, 2001/80/EC, 2004/35/EC, 2006/12/EC, 2008/1/

EC and Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER 6

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 23

Competent authority

Member States shall establish or designate the competent authority or authorities
responsible for fulfilling the duties established under this Directive. Where more than
one competent authority is designated, Member States shall establish arrangements for
the coordination of the work of those authorities undertaken pursuant to this Directive.

Article 24

Transboundary cooperation

In cases of transboundary transport of CO2, transboundary storage sites or
transboundary storage complexes, the competent authorities of the Member States
concerned shall jointly meet the requirements of this Directive and of other relevant
Community legislation.

Article 25

Registers

1 The competent authority shall establish and maintain:
a a register of the storage permits granted; and
b a permanent register of all closed storage sites and surrounding storage complexes,

including maps and sections of their spatial extent and available information relevant
for assessing that the stored CO2 will be completely and permanently contained.

2 The registers referred to in paragraph 1 shall be taken into consideration by the
competent national authorities in relevant planning procedures and when permitting any activity
that could affect or be affected by the geological storage of CO2 in the registered storage sites.

Article 26

Information to the public

Member States shall make available to the public environmental information relating to
the geological storage of CO2 in accordance with the applicable Community legislation.
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Article 27

Reporting by Member States

[F11 [F2Every four years the Member States shall submit to the Commission a report on the
implementation of this Directive, including the register referred to in point (b) of Article 25(1).
The first report shall be sent to the Commission by 30 June 2011. The report shall be drawn up on
the basis of a questionnaire or outline adopted by the Commission in the form of implementing
acts. Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 30(2). The questionnaire or outline shall be sent to Member States at least
six months before the deadline for the submission of the report.]]

2 The Commission shall organise an exchange of information between the competent
authorities of the Member States concerning the implementation of this Directive.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Decision (EU) 2018/853 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 and Directives 94/63/EC and 2009/31/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council and Council Directives 86/278/EEC and 87/217/EEC as
regards procedural rules in the field of environmental reporting and repealing Council Directive
91/692/EEC.

F2 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
11 December 2018 on the Governance of the Energy Union and Climate Action, amending
Regulations (EC) No 663/2009 and (EC) No 715/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council,
Directives 94/22/EC, 98/70/EC, 2009/31/EC, 2009/73/EC, 2010/31/EU, 2012/27/EU and 2013/30/EU
of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 2009/119/EC and (EU) 2015/652
and repealing Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council (Text with
EEA relevance).

Article 28

Penalties

The Member States shall lay down the rules on penalties applicable to infringements of
the national provisions adopted pursuant to this Directive and shall take all measures
necessary to ensure that they are implemented. The penalties provided for must be
effective, proportionate and dissuasive. The Member States shall notify those provisions
to the Commission by 25 June 2011 and shall notify it without delay of any subsequent
amendment affecting them.

[F1Article 29

Amendments to the Annexes

The Commission is empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 29a
to amend the Annexes in order to adapt them to technical and scientific progress. Such
adaptation may not result in a lowering of the level of safety provided by the criteria
contained in Annex I or in a weakening of the monitoring principles contained in Annex
II.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Decision (EU) 2018/853 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 and Directives 94/63/EC and 2009/31/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council and Council Directives 86/278/EEC and 87/217/EEC as
regards procedural rules in the field of environmental reporting and repealing Council Directive
91/692/EEC.

[F3Article 29a

Exercise of the delegation

1 The power to adopt delegated acts is conferred on the Commission subject to the
conditions laid down in this Article.

2 The power to adopt delegated acts referred to in Article 29 shall be conferred on the
Commission for a period of five years from 4 July 2018. The Commission shall draw up a
report in respect of the delegation of power not later than nine months before the end of the
five-year period. The report shall be submitted to the European Parliament and Council. The
delegation of power shall be tacitly extended for periods of an identical duration, unless the
European Parliament or the Council opposes such extension not later than three months before
the end of each period.

3 The delegation of power referred to in Article 29 may be revoked at any time by the
European Parliament or by the Council. A decision to revoke shall put an end to the delegation
of the power specified in that decision. It shall take effect the day following the publication of
the decision in the Official Journal of the European Union or at a later date specified therein. It
shall not affect the validity of any delegated acts already in force.

4 Before adopting a delegated act, the Commission shall consult experts designated
by each Member State in accordance with the principles laid down in the Interinstitutional
Agreement of 13 April 2016 on Better Law-Making(1).

5 As soon as it adopts a delegated act, the Commission shall notify it simultaneously to
the European Parliament and to the Council.

6 A delegated act adopted pursuant to Article 29 shall enter into force only if no
objection has been expressed either by the European Parliament or the Council within a period
of two months of notification of that act to the European Parliament and the Council or if,
before the expiry of that period, the European Parliament and the Council have both informed
the Commission that they will not object. That period shall be extended by two months at the
initiative of the European Parliament or of the Council.]

Textual Amendments
F3 Inserted by Decision (EU) 2018/853 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018

amending Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 and Directives 94/63/EC and 2009/31/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council and Council Directives 86/278/EEC and 87/217/EEC as regards
procedural rules in the field of environmental reporting and repealing Council Directive 91/692/EEC.
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[F1Article 30

Committee procedure

1 The Commission shall be assisted by the Climate Change Committee established by
Article 26 of Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council(2).
That committee shall be a committee within the meaning of Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of
the European Parliament and of the Council(3).

2 Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No 182/2011
shall apply.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Decision (EU) 2018/853 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 and Directives 94/63/EC and 2009/31/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council and Council Directives 86/278/EEC and 87/217/EEC as
regards procedural rules in the field of environmental reporting and repealing Council Directive
91/692/EEC.
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(1) [F3OJ L 123, 12.5.2016, p. 1.]
(2) [F1Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2013

on a mechanism for monitoring and reporting greenhouse gas emissions and for reporting other
information at national and Union level relevant to climate change and repealing Decision No
280/2004/EC (OJ L 165, 18.6.2013, p. 13).]

(3) [F1Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February
2011 laying down the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by Member
States of the Commission’s exercise of implementing powers (OJ L 55, 28.2.2011, p. 13).]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Decision (EU) 2018/853 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 and Directives 94/63/EC and 2009/31/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council and Council Directives 86/278/EEC and 87/217/EEC as
regards procedural rules in the field of environmental reporting and repealing Council Directive
91/692/EEC.

F3 Inserted by Decision (EU) 2018/853 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018
amending Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 and Directives 94/63/EC and 2009/31/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council and Council Directives 86/278/EEC and 87/217/EEC as regards
procedural rules in the field of environmental reporting and repealing Council Directive 91/692/EEC.
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