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Directive 2009/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 23 April 2009 establishing the fundamental principles governing
the investigation of accidents in the maritime transport sector and

amending Council Directive 1999/35/EC and Directive 2002/59/EC of
the European Parliament and of the Council (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 1

Subject matter

1 The purpose of this Directive is to improve maritime safety and the prevention of
pollution by ships, and so reduce the risk of future marine casualties, by:

a facilitating the expeditious holding of safety investigations and proper analysis of
marine casualties and incidents in order to determine their causes; and

b ensuring the timely and accurate reporting of safety investigations and proposals for
remedial action.

2 Investigations under this Directive shall not be concerned with determining liability or
apportioning blame. However, Member States shall ensure that the investigative body or entity
(hereinafter referred to as the investigative body) is not refraining from fully reporting the causes
of a marine casualty or incident because fault or liability may be inferred from the findings.


