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Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

[F1Article 10

Recovery

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that waste undergoes
preparing for re-use, recycling or other recovery operations, in accordance with Articles 4 and
13.

2 Where necessary to comply with paragraph 1 and to facilitate or improve preparing
for re-use, recycling and other recovery operations, waste shall be subject to separate collection
and shall not be mixed with other waste or other materials with different properties.

3 Member States may allow derogations from paragraph 2 provided that at least one of
the following conditions is met:

a collecting certain types of waste together does not affect their potential to undergo
preparing for re-use, recycling or other recovery operations in accordance with Article
4 and results in output from those operations which is of comparable quality to that
achieved through separate collection;

b separate collection does not deliver the best environmental outcome when considering
the overall environmental impacts of the management of the relevant waste streams;

c separate collection is not technically feasible taking into consideration good practices
in waste collection;

d separate collection would entail disproportionate economic costs taking into account
the costs of adverse environmental and health impacts of mixed waste collection and
treatment, the potential for efficiency improvements in waste collection and treatment,
revenues from sales of secondary raw materials as well as the application of the polluter-
pays principle and extended producer responsibility.

Member States shall regularly review derogations under this paragraph taking into
account good practices in separate collection of waste and other developments in waste
management.

4 Member States shall take measures to ensure that waste that has been separately
collected for preparing for re-use and recycling pursuant to Article 11(1) and Article 22 is not
incinerated, with the exception of waste resulting from subsequent treatment operations of the
separately collected waste for which incineration delivers the best environmental outcome in
accordance with Article 4.

5 Where necessary to comply with paragraph 1 of this Article and to facilitate or improve
recovery, Member States shall take the necessary measures, before or during recovery, to remove
hazardous substances, mixtures and components from hazardous waste with a view to their
treatment in accordance with Articles 4 and 13.
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6 By 31 December 2021, Member States shall submit a report to the Commission on
the implementation of this Article as regards municipal waste and bio-waste, including on the
material and territorial coverage of separate collection and any derogations under paragraph 3.]
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