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Directive 2008/115/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 16 December 2008 on common standards and procedures in

Member States for returning illegally staying third-country nationals

CHAPTER II

TERMINATION OF ILLEGAL STAY

Article 7

Voluntary departure

1 A return decision shall provide for an appropriate period for voluntary departure of
between seven and thirty days, without prejudice to the exceptions referred to in paragraphs 2
and 4. Member States may provide in their national legislation that such a period shall be granted
only following an application by the third-country national concerned. In such a case, Member
States shall inform the third-country nationals concerned of the possibility of submitting such
an application.

The time period provided for in the first subparagraph shall not exclude the possibility
for the third-country nationals concerned to leave earlier.

2 Member States shall, where necessary, extend the period for voluntary departure by an
appropriate period, taking into account the specific circumstances of the individual case, such
as the length of stay, the existence of children attending school and the existence of other family
and social links.

3 Certain obligations aimed at avoiding the risk of absconding, such as regular reporting
to the authorities, deposit of an adequate financial guarantee, submission of documents or the
obligation to stay at a certain place may be imposed for the duration of the period for voluntary
departure.

4 If there is a risk of absconding, or if an application for a legal stay has been dismissed
as manifestly unfounded or fraudulent, or if the person concerned poses a risk to public policy,
public security or national security, Member States may refrain from granting a period for
voluntary departure, or may grant a period shorter than seven days.


