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Council Directive 2008/114/EC of 8 December 2008 on the identification
and designation of European critical infrastructures and the assessment

of the need to improve their protection (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 4

Designation of ECIs

1 Each Member State shall inform the other Member States which may be significantly
affected by a potential ECI about its identity and the reasons for designating it as a potential ECI.

2 Each Member State on whose territory a potential ECI is located shall engage
in bilateral and/or multilateral discussions with the other Member States which may be
significantly affected by the potential ECI. The Commission may participate in these discussions
but shall not have access to detailed information which would allow for the unequivocal
identification of a particular infrastructure.

A Member State that has reason to believe that it may be significantly affected by the
potential ECI, but has not been identified as such by the Member State on whose territory
the potential ECI is located, may inform the Commission about its wish to be engaged
in bilateral and/or multilateral discussions on this issue. The Commission shall without
delay communicate this wish to the Member State on whose territory the potential ECI
is located and endeavour to facilitate agreement between the parties.

3 The Member State on whose territory a potential ECI is located shall designate it as
an ECI following an agreement between that Member State and those Member States that may
be significantly affected.

The acceptance of the Member State on whose territory the infrastructure to be
designated as an ECI is located, shall be required.

4 The Member State on whose territory a designated ECI is located shall inform the
Commission on an annual basis of the number of designated ECIs per sector and of the number
of Member States dependent on each designated ECI. Only those Member States that may be
significantly affected by an ECI shall know its identity.

5 The Member States on whose territory an ECI is located shall inform the owner/
operator of the infrastructure concerning its designation as an ECI. Information concerning the
designation of an infrastructure as an ECI shall be classified at an appropriate level.

6 The process of identifying and designating ECIs pursuant to Article 3 and this Article
shall be completed by 12 January 2011 and reviewed on a regular basis.


