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Directive 2006/116/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 12 December 2006 on the term of protection

of copyright and certain related rights (codified version)

Article 7

Protection vis-à-vis third countries

1 Where the country of origin of a work, within the meaning of the Berne Convention,
is a third country, and the author of the work is not a Community national, the term of protection
granted by the Member States shall expire on the date of expiry of the protection granted in the
country of origin of the work, but may not exceed the term laid down in Article 1.

2 The terms of protection laid down in Article 3 shall also apply in the case of
rightholders who are not Community nationals, provided Member States grant them protection.
However, without prejudice to the international obligations of the Member States, the term of
protection granted by Member States shall expire no later than the date of expiry of the protection
granted in the country of which the rightholder is a national and may not exceed the term laid
down in Article 3.

3 Member States which, on 29 October 1993, in particular pursuant to their international
obligations, granted a longer term of protection than that which would result from the provisions
of paragraphs 1 and 2 may maintain this protection until the conclusion of international
agreements on the term of protection of copyright or related rights.


