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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER III

Recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions

Section 2

Doctors of medicine

Article 25

Specialist medical training

[F11 Admission to specialist medical training shall be contingent upon completion and
validation of a basic medical training programme as referred to in Article 24(2) in the course of
which the trainee has acquired the relevant knowledge of basic medicine.]

2 Specialist medical training shall comprise theoretical and practical training at a
university or medical teaching hospital or, where appropriate, a medical care establishment
approved for that purpose by the competent authorities or bodies.

The Member States shall ensure that the minimum duration of specialist medical training
courses referred to in Annex V, point 5.1.3 is not less than the duration provided for in
that point. Training shall be given under the supervision of the competent authorities
or bodies. It shall include personal participation of the trainee specialised doctor in the
activity and responsibilities entailed by the services in question.

3 Training shall be given on a full-time basis at specific establishments which are
recognised by the competent authorities. It shall entail participation in the full range of medical
activities of the department where the training is given, including duty on call, in such a way
that the trainee specialist devotes all his professional activity to his practical and theoretical
training throughout the entire working week and throughout the year, in accordance with the
procedures laid down by the competent authorities. Accordingly, these posts shall be the subject
of appropriate remuneration.

[F23a Member States may provide, in national legislation, for partial exemptions from parts
of the specialist medical training courses listed in point 5.1.3 of Annex V, to be applied on
a case-by-case basis provided that that part of the training has been followed already during
another specialist training course listed in point 5.1.3 of Annex V, for which the professional
has already obtained the professional qualification in a Member State. Member States shall
ensure that the granted exemption equates to not more than half of the minimum duration of the
specialist medical training course in question.
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Each Member State shall notify the Commission and the other Member States of the
national legislation concerned for any such partial exemptions.]
4 The Member States shall make the issuance of evidence of specialist medical training
contingent upon possession of evidence of basic medical training referred to in Annex V,
point 5.1.1.

[F15 The Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with
Article 57c concerning the adaptation of the minimum periods of training referred to in point
5.1.3 of Annex V to scientific and technical progress.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

F2 Inserted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November
2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).
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