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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER III

Recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions

Section 1

General Provisions

Article 21

Principle of automatic recognition

1 Each Member State shall recognise evidence of formal qualifications as doctor giving
access to the professional activities of doctor with basic training and specialised doctor, as
nurse responsible for general care, as dental practitioner, as specialised dental practitioner, as
veterinary surgeon, as pharmacist and as architect, listed in Annex V, points 5.1.1, 5.1.2, 5.2.2,
5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.4.2, 5.6.2 and 5.7.1 respectively, which satisfy the minimum training conditions
referred to in Articles 24, 25, 31, 34, 35, 38, 44 and 46 respectively, and shall, for the purposes
of access to and pursuit of the professional activities, give such evidence the same effect on its
territory as the evidence of formal qualifications which it itself issues.

Such evidence of formal qualifications must be issued by the competent bodies in
the Member States and accompanied, where appropriate, by the certificates listed in
Annex V, points 5.1.1, 5.1.2, 5.2.2, 5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.4.2, 5.6.2 and 5.7.1 respectively.

The provisions of the first and second subparagraphs do not affect the acquired rights
referred to in Articles 23, 27, 33, 37, 39 and 49.

2 Each Member State shall recognise, for the purpose of pursuing general medical
practice in the framework of its national social security system, evidence of formal qualifications
listed in Annex V, point 5.1.4 and issued to nationals of the Member States by the other Member
States in accordance with the minimum training conditions laid down in Article 28.

The provisions of the previous subparagraph do not affect the acquired rights referred
to in Article 30.

3 Each Member State shall recognise evidence of formal qualifications as a midwife,
awarded to nationals of Member States by the other Member States, listed in Annex V,
point 5.5.2, which complies with the minimum training conditions referred to in Article 40 and
satisfies the criteria set out in Article 41, and shall, for the purposes of access to and pursuit of
the professional activities, give such evidence the same effect on its territory as the evidence
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of formal qualifications which it itself issues. This provision does not affect the acquired rights
referred to in Articles 23 and 43.

[F14 In respect of the operation of pharmacies that are not subject to territorial restrictions,
a Member State may, by way of derogation, decide not to give effect to evidence of formal
qualifications referred to in point 5.6.2 of Annex V, for the setting up of new pharmacies open
to the public. For the purposes of this paragraph, pharmacies which have been open for less than
three years shall also be considered as new pharmacies.

That derogation may not be applied in respect of pharmacists whose formal
qualifications have already been recognised by the competent authorities of the host
Member State for other purposes and who have been effectively and lawfully engaged
in the professional activities of a pharmacist for at least three consecutive years in that
Member State.]
5 Evidence of formal qualifications as an architect referred to in Annex V, point 5.7.1,
which is subject to automatic recognition pursuant to paragraph 1, proves completion of a course
of training which began not earlier than during the academic reference year referred to in that
Annex.

[F16 Each Member State shall make access to, and pursuit of, the professional activities of
doctors, nurses responsible for general care, dental practitioners, veterinary surgeons, midwives
and pharmacists subject to possession of evidence of formal qualifications referred to in points
5.1.1, 5.1.2, 5.1.4, 5.2.2, 5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.4.2, 5.5.2 and 5.6.2 of Annex V respectively, attesting
that the professional concerned, over the duration of his training, has acquired, as appropriate,
the knowledge, skills and competences referred to in Articles 24(3), 31(6), 31(7), 34(3), 38(3),
40(3) and 44(3).

In order to take account of generally acknowledged scientific and technical progress,
the Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article
57c to update the knowledge and skills referred to in Articles 24(3), 31(6), 34(3),
38(3), 40(3), 44(3) and 46(4) to reflect the evolution of Union law directly affecting the
professionals concerned.

Such updates shall not entail an amendment of existing essential legislative principles in
Member States regarding the structure of professions as regards training and conditions
of access by natural persons. Such updates shall respect the responsibility of the Member
States for the organisation of education systems, as set out in Article 165(1) of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

F2 Deleted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November
2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).
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