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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER I

General system for the recognition of evidence of training

[ Article 13

Conditions for recognition

1 If access to or pursuit of a regulated profession in a host Member State is contingent
upon possession of specific professional qualifications, the competent authority of that Member
State shall permit applicants to access and pursue that profession, under the same conditions
as apply to its nationals, if they possess an attestation of competence or evidence of formal
qualifications referred to in Article 11, required by another Member State in order to gain access
to and pursue that profession on its territory.

Attestations of competence or evidence of formal qualifications shall be issued by
a competent authority in a Member State, designated in accordance with the laws,
regulations or administrative provisions of that Member State.

2 Access to, and pursuit of, a profession as described in paragraph 1 shall also be granted
to applicants who have pursued the profession in question on a full-time basis for one year or
for an equivalent overall duration on a part-time basis during the previous 10 years in another
Member State which does not regulate that profession, and who possess one or more attestations
of competence or evidence of formal qualifications issued by another Member State which does
not regulate the profession.

Attestations of competence and evidence of formal qualifications shall satisfy the
following conditions:
a they are issued by a competent authority in a Member State, designated in accordance
with the laws, regulations or administrative provisions of that Member State;
b they attest that the holder has been prepared for the pursuit of the profession in question.

The one year of professional experience referred to in the first subparagraph may
not, however, be required if the evidence of formal qualifications which the applicant
possesses certifies regulated education and training.

3 The host Member State shall accept the level attested under Article 11 by the home
Member State, as well as the certificate by which the home Member State certifies that regulated
education and training or vocational training with a special structure referred to in point (c)(ii)
of Article 11 is equivalent to the level provided for in point (c)(i) of Article 11.

4 By way of derogation from paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article and from Article 14,
the competent authority of the host Member State may refuse access to, and pursuit of, the



2 Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005...
TITLE IIl CHAPTER I

Document Generated: 2023-10-18

Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

profession to holders of an attestation of competence classified under point (a) of Article 11
where the national professional qualification required to exercise the profession on its territory

is classified under point (e) of Article 11.]

Textual Amendments
F1  Substituted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).
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