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Directive 2004/42/ECof the European Parliament and of the Council
of 21 April 2004 on the limitation of emissions of volatile organic

compounds due to the use of organic solvents in certain paints and varnishes
and vehicle refinishing products and amending Directive 1999/13/EC

Article 3

Requirements

1 Member States shall ensure that the products set out in Annex I are placed on the
market within their territory after the dates laid down in Annex II only if they have a VOC
content not exceeding the limit values set out in Annex II and comply with Article 4.

For determining compliance with the VOC content limit values set out in Annex II, the
analytical methods referred to in Annex III shall be used.

For products set out in Annex I to which solvents or other components containing
solvents have to be added in order for the product to be ready for use, the limit values
in Annex II shall apply to the VOC content of the product in its ready for use condition.

2 By way of derogation from paragraph 1, Member States shall exempt from compliance
with the above requirements products sold for exclusive use in an activity covered by Directive
1999/13/EC and carried out in a registered or authorised installation according to Articles 3 and
4 of that Directive.

3 For the purposes of restoration and maintenance of buildings and vintage vehicles
designated by competent authorities as being of particular historical and cultural value, Member
States may grant individual licences for the sale and purchase in strictly limited quantities of
products which do not meet the VOC limit values laid down in Annex II.

4 Products falling under the scope of this Directive which are shown to be produced
before the dates laid down in Annex II and do not fulfil the requirements of paragraph 1 may
be placed on the market for a period of 12 months following the date on which the requirement
applying to the product in question comes into force.


