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Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
3 December 2001 on general product safety (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER VII

Final provisions

Article 18

1 Any measure adopted under this Directive and involving restrictions on the placing of
a product on the market or requiring its withdrawal or recall must state the appropriate reasons
on which it is based. It shall be notified as soon as possible to the party concerned and shall
indicate the remedies available under the provisions in force in the Member State in question
and the time limits applying to such remedies.

The parties concerned shall, whenever feasible, be given an opportunity to submit their
views before the adoption of the measure. If this has not been done in advance because
of the urgency of the measures to be taken, they shall be given such opportunity in due
course after the measure has been implemented.

Measures requiring the withdrawal of a product or its recall shall take into consideration
the need to encourage distributors, users and consumers to contribute to the
implementation of such measures.

2 Member States shall ensure that any measure taken by the competent authorities
involving restrictions on the placing of a product on the market or requiring its withdrawal or
recall can be challenged before the competent courts.

3 Any decision taken by virtue of this Directive and involving restrictions on the placing
of a product on the market or requiring its withdrawal or its recall shall be without prejudice
to assessment of the liability of the party concerned, in the light of the national criminal law
applying in the case in question.


