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Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
3 December 2001 on general product safety (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER VII

Final provisions

Article 16

1 Information available to the authorities of the Member States or the Commission
relating to risks to consumer health and safety posed by products shall in general be available
to the public, in accordance with the requirements of transparency and without prejudice to the
restrictions required for monitoring and investigation activities. In particular the public shall
have access to information on product identification, the nature of the risk and the measures
taken.

However, Member States and the Commission shall take the steps necessary to ensure
that their officials and agents are required not to disclose information obtained for the
purposes of this Directive which, by its nature, is covered by professional secrecy in
duly justified cases, except for information relating to the safety properties of products
which must be made public if circumstances so require, in order to protect the health
and safety of consumers.

2 Protection of professional secrecy shall not prevent the dissemination to the competent
authorities of information relevant for ensuring the effectiveness of market monitoring and
surveillance activities. The authorities receiving information covered by professional secrecy
shall ensure its protection.


