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Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
3 December 2001 on general product safety (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER V

Exchanges of information and rapid intervention situations

Article 12

1 Where a Member State adopts or decides to adopt, recommend or agree with producers
and distributors, whether on a compulsory or voluntary basis, measures or actions to prevent,
restrict or impose specific conditions on the possible marketing or use, within its own territory, of
products by reason of a serious risk, it shall immediately notify the Commission thereof through
RAPEX. It shall also inform the Commission without delay of modification or withdrawal of
any such measure or action.

If the notifying Member State considers that the effects of the risk do not or cannot go
beyond its territory, it shall follow the procedure laid down in Article 11, taking into
account the relevant criteria proposed in the guidelines referred to in point 8 of Annex II.

Without prejudice to the first subparagraph, before deciding to adopt such measures or
to take such action, Member States may pass on to the Commission any information in
their possession regarding the existence of a serious risk.

In the case of a serious risk, they shall notify the Commission of the voluntary measures
laid down in Article 5 of this Directive taken by producers and distributors.

2 On receiving such notifications, the Commission shall check whether they comply
with this Article and with the requirements applicable to the functioning of RAPEX, and
shall forward them to the other Member States, which, in turn, shall immediately inform the
Commission of any measures adopted.

[F13 Detailed procedures for RAPEX are set out in Annex II. They shall be adapted by the
Commission. Those measures, designed to amend non-essential elements of this Directive by
supplementing it, shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny
referred to in Article 15(5).]

4 Access to RAPEX shall be open to applicant countries, third countries or international
organisations, within the framework of agreements between the Community and those countries
or international organisations, according to arrangements defined in these agreements. Any
such agreements shall be based on reciprocity and include provisions on confidentiality
corresponding to those applicable in the Community.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EC) No 596/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18

June 2009 adapting a number of instruments subject to the procedure referred to in Article 251 of
the Treaty to Council Decision 1999/468/EC with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny
Adaptation to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny — Part Four.
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