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Council Directive 1999/74/EC of 19 July 1999 laying
down minimum standards for the protection of laying hens

CHAPTER IV

Final provisions

Article 7

Member States shall ensure that the establishments covered by the scope of this
Directive are registered by the competent authority and given a distinguishing number
which will be the medium for tracing eggs placed on the market for human consumption.

The arrangements for implementing this Article shall be determined before 1 January
2002 in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 11.

Article 8
F11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F22 Member States shall submit to the Commission by 31 August each year an annual
report for the previous year on the inspections carried out by the competent authority to check
compliance with the requirements of this Directive. The report shall be accompanied by an
analysis of the most serious findings of non–compliance and a national action plan to prevent or
decrease their occurrence for the forthcoming years. The Commission shall submit summaries
of these reports to the Member States.]

3 Before 1 January 2002 the Commission shall, in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Article 11, submit proposals for harmonisation of the following:

[F1a the inspections referred to in paragraph 1;]
b the form and content of the reports referred to in paragraph 2 and the frequency with

which they are to be submitted.

Textual Amendments
F1 Deleted by Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March

2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and
feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending
Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU)
No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament
and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council
Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing
Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council,
Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC
and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (Text with EEA
relevance).

F2 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March
2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and
feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending
Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU)
No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament
and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council
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Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing
Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council,
Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC
and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (Text with EEA
relevance).

F1Article 9

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Deleted by Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March

2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and
feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending
Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU)
No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament
and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council
Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing
Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council,
Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC
and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (Text with EEA
relevance).

Article 10

Not later than 1 January 2005 the Commission shall submit to the Council a report,
drawn up on the basis of an opinion from the Scientific Veterinary Committee, on
the various systems of rearing laying hens, and in particular on those covered by
this Directive, taking account both of pathological, zootechnical, physiological, and
ethological aspects of the various systems and of their health and environmental impact.

That report shall also be drawn up on the basis of a study of the socio-economic
implications of the various systems and their effects on the Community's economic
partners.

In addition, it shall be accompanied by appropriate proposals taking into account the
conclusions of the report and the outcome of the World Trade Organisation negotiations.

The Council shall act by a qualified majority on these proposals within 12 months of
their submission.

[F3Article 11

1 The Commission shall be assisted by the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and
Animal Health set up pursuant to Article 58 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002(1).

2 Where reference is made to this Article, Articles 5 and 7 of Decision 1999/468/EC(2)

shall apply.

The period laid down in Article 5(6) of Decision 1999/468/EC shall be set at three
months.

3 The Committee shall adopt its Rules of Procedure.]
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Textual Amendments
F3 Substituted by Council Regulation (EC) No 806/2003 of 14 April 2003 adapting to Decision

1999/468/EC the provisions relating to committees which assist the Commission in the exercise of its
implementing powers laid down in Council instruments adopted in accordance with the consultation
procedure (qualified majority).

Article 12

Directive 88/166/EEC is hereby repealed with effect from 1 January 2003.

Article 13

1 Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions, including any penalties, necessary to comply with this Directive not later than 1
January 2002. They shall forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

When Member States adopt these measures, they shall contain a reference to this
Directive or shall be accompanied by such reference on the occasion of their official
publication. The methods of making such reference shall be laid down by Member
States.

2 The Member States may, while respecting the general rules laid down in the Treaty,
maintain or apply within their territories provisions for the protection of laying hens which are
more stringent than those envisaged by this Directive. They shall inform the Commission of
any measure taken to that end.

3 Member States shall communicate to the Commission the text of the main provisions
of national law which they adopt in the field covered by this Directive.

Article 14

This Directive shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal
of the European Communities.

Article 15

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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(1) [F3OJ L 31, 1.2.2002, p. 1.]
(2) [F3OJ L 184, 17.7.1999, p. 23.]

Textual Amendments
F3 Substituted by Council Regulation (EC) No 806/2003 of 14 April 2003 adapting to Decision

1999/468/EC the provisions relating to committees which assist the Commission in the exercise of its
implementing powers laid down in Council instruments adopted in accordance with the consultation
procedure (qualified majority).
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