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Council Directive 1999/31/EC of 26 April 1999 on the landfill of waste

Article 14

Existing landfill sites

Member States shall take measures in order that landfills which have been granted a
permit, or which are already in operation at the time of transposition of this Directive,
may not continue to operate unless the steps outlined below are accomplished as soon
as possible and within eight years after the date laid down in Article 18(1) at the latest:

(a) with a period of one year after the date laid down in Article 18(1), the operator of
a landfill shall prepare and present to the competent authorities, for their approval,
a conditioning plan for the site including the particulars listed in Article 8 and any
corrective measures which the operator considers will be needed in order to comply
with the requirements of this Directive with the exception of the requirements in
Annex I, point 1;

(b) following the presentation of the conditioning plan, the competent authorities shall
take a definite decision on whether operations may continue on the basis of the said
conditioning plan and this Directive. Member States shall take the necessary measures
to close down as soon as possible, in accordance with Article 7(g) and 13, sites which
have not been granted, in accordance with Article 8, a permit to continue to operate;

(c) on the basis of the approved site-conditioning plan, the competent authority shall
authorise the necessary work and shall lay down a transitional period for the
completion of the plan. Any existing landfill shall comply with the requirements of
this Directive with the exception of the requirements in Annex I, point 1 within eight
years after the date laid down in Article 18(1);

(d) (i) within one year after the date laid down in Article 18(1), Articles 4, 5, and
11 and Annex II shall apply to landfills for hazardous waste;

(ii) within three years after the date laid down in Article 18(1), Article 6 shall
apply to landfills for hazardous waste.


