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Council Directive of 21 December 1989 on the approximation of the laws of
the Member States relating to personal protective equipment (89/686/EEC)

CHAPTER I

SCOPE, PLACING ON THE MARKET AND FREE MOVEMENT

Article 5

1 Member States shall regard as in conformity with the basic requirements referred to
in Article 3 the PPE referred to in Article 8 (3) bearing the [F1CE marking with respect to which
the manufacturer is able to produce, on demand, the declaration of conformity referred to in
Article 12.

2 Member States shall presume that the PPE referred to in Article 8 (2) satisfies the
basic requirements referred to in Article 3 if it bears the CE marking] with respect to which the
manufacturer is able to produce, on demand, not only the declaration referred to in Article 12
but also the certificate issued by the body of which notification has been given in accordance
with Article 9 attesting to their conformity to the relevant national standards, transposing the
harmonized standards, assessed at the EC type examination level in accordance with the first
indent of Article 10 (4) (a) and (b).

Where a manufacturer has not applied or has only partly applied the harmonized
standards or where there are no such standards the certificate issued by the body of
which notification has been given must state the conformity to the basic requirements
in accordance with the second indent of Article 10 (4) (a) and (b).
F23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4 The Commission shall publish the references of the harmonized standards in the
Official Journal of the European Communities.

Member States shall publish the references of the national standards transposing the
harmonized standards.

5 Member States shall ensure that by 30 June 1991 appropriate steps are taken to enable
both sides of industry to have an influence at national level on the process of formulating the
harmonized standards and keeping them under review.

[F36
a Where the PPE is subject to other Directives concerning other aspects and which also

provide for the affixing of the CE marking, the latter shall indicate that the PPE is also
presumed to conform to the provisions of the other Directives.

b However, where one or more of these Directives allow the manufacturer, during
a transitional period, to choose which arrangements to apply, the CE marking
shall indicate conformity to the provisions only of those Directives applied by the
manufacturer. In this case, particulars of the Directives applied, as published in the
Official Journal of the European Communities, must be given in the documents, notices
or instructions required by the Directives and accompanying such PPE.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Council Directive 93/68/EEC of 22 July 1993 amending Directives 87/404/EEC

(simple pressure vessels), 88/378/EEC (safety of toys), 89/106/EEC (construction products), 89/336/
EEC (electromagnetic compatibility), 89/392/EEC (machinery), 89/686/EEC (personal protective
equipment), 90/384/EEC (non-automatic weighing instruments), 90/385/EEC (active implantable
medicinal devices), 90/396/EEC (appliances burning gaseous fuels), 91/263/EEC (telecommunications
terminal equipment), 92/42/EEC (new hot-water boilers fired with liquid or gaseous fuels) and 73/23/
EEC (electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits).

F2 Deleted by Council Directive 93/95/EEC of 29 October 1993 amending Directive 89/686/EEC on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to personal protective equipment (PPE).

F3 Inserted by Council Directive 93/68/EEC of 22 July 1993 amending Directives 87/404/EEC (simple
pressure vessels), 88/378/EEC (safety of toys), 89/106/EEC (construction products), 89/336/
EEC (electromagnetic compatibility), 89/392/EEC (machinery), 89/686/EEC (personal protective
equipment), 90/384/EEC (non-automatic weighing instruments), 90/385/EEC (active implantable
medicinal devices), 90/396/EEC (appliances burning gaseous fuels), 91/263/EEC (telecommunications
terminal equipment), 92/42/EEC (new hot-water boilers fired with liquid or gaseous fuels) and 73/23/
EEC (electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits).
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