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Council Directive of 30 November 1989 concerning the minimum safety
and health requirements for the workplace (first individual directive within

the meaning of Article 16 (1) of Directive 89/391/EEC) (89/654/EEC)

SECTION II

EMPLOYERS' OBLIGATIONS

Article 3

Workplaces used for the first time

Workplaces used for the first time after 31 December 1992 must satisfy the minimum
safety and health requirements laid down in Annex I.

Article 4

Workplaces already in use

Workplaces already in use before 1 January 1993 must satisfy the minimum safety and
health requirements laid down in Annex II at the latest three years after that date.

However, as regards the Portuguese Republic, workplaces used before 1 January 1993
must satisfy, at the latest four years after that date, the minimum safety and health
requirements appearing in Annex II.

Article 5

Modifications to workplaces

When workplaces undergo modifications, extensions and/or conversions after 31
December 1992, the employer shall take the measures necessary to ensure that those
modifications, extensions and/or conversions are in compliance with the corresponding
minimum requirements laid down in Annex I.

Article 6

General requirements

To safeguard the safety and health of workers, the employer shall see to it that:
— traffic routes to emergency exits and the exits themselves are kept clear at all times,
— technical maintenance of the workplace and of the equipment and devices, and in

particular those referred to in Annexes I and II, is carried out and any faults found
which are liable to affect the safety and health of workers are rectified as quickly as
possible,

— the workplace and the equipment and devices, and in particular those referred to in
Annex I, point 6, and Annex II, point 6, are regularly cleaned to an adequate level
of hygiene,
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— safety equipment and devices intended to prevent or eliminate hazards, and in
particular those referred to in Annexes I and II, are regularly maintained and checked.

Article 7

Information of workers

Without prejudice to Article 10 of Directive 89/391/EEC, workers and/or their
representatives shall be informed of all measures to be taken concerning safety and
health at the workplace.

Article 8

Consultation of workers and workers' participation

Consultation and participation of workers and/or of their representatives shall take place
in accordance with Article 11 of Directive 89/391/EEC on the matters covered by this
Directive, including the Annexes thereto.


