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Council Directive of 12 June 1989 on the introduction of measures to encourage
improvements in the safety and health of workers at work (89/391/EEC)

SECTION IV

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Article 14

Health surveillance

1 To ensure that workers receive health surveillance appropriate to the health and safety
risks they incur at work, measures shall be introduced in accordance with national law and/ or
practices.

2 The measures referred to in paragraph 1 shall be such that each worker, if he so wishes,
may receive health surveillance at regular intervals.

3 Health surveillance may be provided as part of a national health system.

Article 15

Risk groups

Particularly sensitive risk groups must be protected against the dangers which
specifically affect them.

Article 16

Individual Directives — Amendments —General scope of this Directive

1 The Council, acting on a proposal from the Commission based on Article 118a of the
Treaty, shall adopt individual Directives, inter alia, in the areas listed in the Annex.

2 This Directive and, without prejudice to the procedure referred to in Article 17
concerning technical adjustments, the individual Directives may be amended in accordance with
the procedure provided for in Article 118a of the Treaty.

3 The provisions of this Directive shall apply in full to all the areas covered by the
individual Directives, without prejudice to more stringent and/ or specific provisions contained
in these individual Directives.

[F1Article 17

Committee procedure

1 The Commission shall be assisted by a committee to make purely technical
adjustments to the individual directives provided for in Article 16(1) in order to take account of:

a the adoption of directives in the field of technical harmonisation and standardisation;
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b technical progress, changes in international regulations or specifications and new
findings.

Those measures, designed to amend non-essential elements of the individual directives,
shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny referred to
in paragraph 2. On imperative grounds of urgency, the Commission may have recourse
to the urgency procedure referred to in paragraph 3.

2 Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 5a(1) to (4) and Article 7 of
Decision 1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard to the provisions of Article 8 thereof.

3 Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 5a(1), (2), (4) and (6) and Article 7
of Decision 1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard to the provisions of Article 8 thereof.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EC) No 1137/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of

22 October 2008 adapting a number of instruments subject to the procedure laid down in Article 251
of the Treaty to Council Decision 1999/468/EC, with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny
Adaptation to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny — Part One.

[F2Article 17a

Implementation reports

1 Every five years, the Member States shall submit a single report to the Commission
on the practical implementation of this Directive and individual Directives within the meaning
of Article 16(1), indicating the points of view of the social partners. The report shall assess
the various points related to the practical implementation of the different Directives and, where
appropriate and available, provide data disaggregated by gender.

2 The structure of the report, together with a questionnaire specifying its content, shall
be defined by the Commission, in cooperation with the Advisory Committee on Safety and
Health at Work.

The report shall include a general part on the provisions of this Directive relating to the
common principles and points applicable to all of the Directives referred to in paragraph
1.

To complement the general part, specific chapters shall deal with implementation of the
particular aspects of each Directive, including specific indicators, where available.

3 The Commission shall submit the structure of the report, together with the above-
mentioned questionnaire specifying its content, to the Member States at least six months before
the end of the period covered by the report. The report shall be transmitted to the Commission
within 12 months of the end of the five-year period that it covers.

4 Using these reports as a basis, the Commission shall evaluate the implementation of
the Directives concerned in terms of their relevance, of research and of new scientific knowledge
in the various fields in question. It shall, within 36 months of the end of the five-year period,
inform the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee
and the Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work of the results of this evaluation and,
if necessary, of any initiatives to improve the operation of the regulatory framework.

5 The first report shall cover the period 2007 to 2012.]
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Textual Amendments
F2 Inserted by Directive 2007/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2007

amending Council Directive 89/391/EEC, its individual Directives and Council Directives 83/477/
EEC, 91/383/EEC, 92/29/EEC and 94/33/EC with a view to simplifying and rationalising the reports
on practical implementation (Text with EEA relevance).

Article 18

Final provisions

1 Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions necessary to comply with this Directive by 31 December 1992.

They shall forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

2 Member States shall communicate to the Commission the texts of the provisions of
national law which they have already adopted or adopt in the field covered by this Directive.
F33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F34 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F3 Deleted by Directive 2007/30/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2007

amending Council Directive 89/391/EEC, its individual Directives and Council Directives 83/477/
EEC, 91/383/EEC, 92/29/EEC and 94/33/EC with a view to simplifying and rationalising the reports
on practical implementation (Text with EEA relevance).

Article 19

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.
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