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Council Directive of 15 October 1984 on the approximation
of the laws of the Member States relating to ceramic articles
intended to come into contact with foodstuffs (84/500/EEC)

Article 1

1 This Directive is a specific Directive within the meaning of Article 3 of Directive
76/893/EEC.

2 This Directive concerns the possible migration of lead and cadmium from ceramic
articles which, in their finished state, are intended to come into contact with foodstuffs, or which
are in contact with foodstuffs, and are intended for that purpose.

3 'Ceramic articles' means articles manufactured from a mixture of inorganic materials
with a generally high argillaceous or silicate content to which small quantities of organic
materials may have been added. These articles are first shaped and the shape thus obtained is
permanently fixed by firing. They may be glazed, enamelled and/or decorated.

Article 2

1 The quantities of lead and cadmium transferred from ceramic articles shall not exceed
the limits laid down below.

2 The quantities of lead and cadmium transferred from ceramic articles shall be
determined by means of a test, the conditions of which are specified in Annex I, using the
method of analysis described in Annex II.

3 Where a ceramic article consists of a vessel fitted with a ceramic lid, the lead and/or
cadmium limit which may not be exceeded (mg/dm2 or mg/litre) shall be that which applies to
the vessel alone.

The vessel alone and the inner surface of the lid shall be tested separately and under
the same conditions.

The sum of the two lead and/or cadmium extraction levels thus obtained shall be related
as appropriate to the surface area or the volume of the vessel alone.

4 A ceramic article shall be recognized as satisfying the requirements of this Directive if
the quantities of lead and/or cadmium extracted during the test carried out under the conditions
laid down in Annexes I and II do not exceed the following limits:

Pb Cd
—
Category
1

: Articles which cannot
be filled and articles
which can be filled,
the internal depth of
which, measured from
the lowest point to
the horizontal plane
passing through the
upper rim, does not
exceed 25 mm

0,8 mg/dm2 0,07 mg/dm2
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—
Category
2

: All other articles
which can be filled

4,0 mg/l 0,3 mg/l

—
Category
3

: Cooking ware;
packaging and storage
vessels having a
capacity of more than
three litres

1,5 mg/l 0,1 mg/l

5 However, where a ceramic article does not exceed the above quantities by more than 50
%, that article shall nevertheless be recognized as satisfying the requirements of this Directive if
at least three other articles with the same shape, dimensions, decoration and glaze are subjected
to a test carried out under the conditions laid down in Annexes I and II and the average quantities
of lead and/or cadmium extracted from those articles do not exceed the limits set, with none of
those articles exceeding those limits by more than 50 %.

[F1Article 2a

1 At the marketing stages up to and including the retail stage, ceramic articles which are
not yet in contact with foodstuffs shall be accompanied by a written declaration in accordance
with Article 16 of Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 of the European Parliament and of the
Council(1).

That declaration shall be issued by the manufacturer or by a seller established within the
Community and shall contain the information laid down in Annex III to this Directive.

2 Appropriate documentation to demonstrate that the ceramic articles comply with
the migration limits for lead and cadmium set out in Article 2 shall be made available by
the manufacturer or the importer into the Community to the national competent authorities
on request. That documentation shall contain the results of the analysis carried out, the test
conditions and the name and the address of the laboratory that performed the testing.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Commission Directive 2005/31/EC of 29 April 2005 amending Council Directive 84/500/

EEC as regards a declaration of compliance and performance criteria of the analytical method for
ceramic articles intended to come into contact with foodstuffs (Text with EEA relevance).

Article 3

The amendments to be made to the Annexes in the light of developments in scientific
and technical knowledge, with the exception of sections 1 and 2 of Annex I, shall be
adopted in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 10 of Directive 76/893/
EEC.

Article 4

1 Within three years of notification(2) of this Directive, the Council shall determine in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 100 of the Treaty:

a the limitations to be imposed on those areas of ceramic articles with which the mouth
is intended to come into contact;

b the methods for checking that the limitations provided for in (a) are complied with.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2005/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2005/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2005/31
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2 Within the same period, the Commission shall, on the basis of toxicological and
technological data, re-examine the limits laid down in Article 2, with a view to reducing them,
and the lighting conditions for the test specified in Annex I, and shall, if appropriate, submit to
the Council proposals for amendments to the Directive.

Article 5

1 The Member States shall, if necessary, amend their national laws to comply with this
Directive so that:
— three years after the notification of this Directive, trade in ceramic articles which

comply with its provisions is permitted,
— five years after the notification of this Directive, the plating on the market of ceramic

articles which do not comply with its provisions is prohibited.

They shall forthwith inform the Commission of any such amendment.

2 Without prejudice to paragraph 1, Member States may prohibit or continue to prohibit
the manufacture of ceramic articles which do not comply with this Directive.

Article 6

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.



4 Council Directive of 15 October 1984 on the approximation of the laws of...
Document Generated: 2023-12-23

Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

(1) [F1OJ L 338, 13.11.2004, p. 4.]
(2) This Directive was notified to the Member States on 17 October 1984.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Commission Directive 2005/31/EC of 29 April 2005 amending Council Directive 84/500/

EEC as regards a declaration of compliance and performance criteria of the analytical method for
ceramic articles intended to come into contact with foodstuffs (Text with EEA relevance).
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