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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 21 December 1976

amending Directives 64/432/EEC, 72/461/EEC and 72/462/EEC on
health and veterinary problems

(77/98/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community, and in particular Articles 43 and 100 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social
Committee (2),

Whereas, on the occasion of the enlargement of the Community,
Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom were authorized, by way
of derogation from the existing Community Regulations, to retain to
some extent their national rules relating to veterinary matters;

Whereas the special arrangements applying to these three Member
States were incorporated into the provisions of Articles 104 and 105
of the Act of Accession (3); whereas similar provisions, which were
the logical extension of the original provisions have been introduced
in Council Acts subsequently adopted; whereas Article 13 of Council
Directive 72/461/EEC of 12 December 1972 on health problems
affecting intra-Community trade in fresh meat (4) and Article 33 of
Council Directive 72/462/EEC of 12 December 1972 on health and
veterinary inspection problems upon importation of bovine animals
and swine and fresh meat from third countries (5) were adopted to this
end, the two aforementioned Directives having been last amended by
Directive 75/379/EEC (6);

Whereas Article 106 of the Act of Accession and the other abovemen-
tioned provisions laid down that the Commission should submit to the
Council, by 1 July 1976 at the latest, a report, and in so far as is neces-
sary appropriate proposals, with a view to finding a solution to the
problem of these derogations;

Whereas the solutions adopted must not be such as to compromise the
health standard already attained and must ensure, as far as possible, the
free movement of animals and meat;

Whereas, as far as fresh beef and veal is concerned, the risk of
spreading disease is undeniably less than is involved in trade in live
animals; whereas, in addition, the conditions governing trade in meat
under existing Directives are such that further special guarantees are
unneccessary;

Whereas, as far as live animals are concerned, a system common to all
the Member States should gradually be introduced, making a distinc-
tion between the various types of animals according to the danger
they represent and taking into account the need to expand trade on the
basis of existing patterns; whereas appropriate amendments should be
made to Council Directive 64/432/EEC of 26 June 1964 on animal
health problems affecting intra-Community trade in bovine animals
and swine (7), as last amended by Directive 75/379/EEC;
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Whereas it must be possible for imports into certain Member States
from third countries to remain subject to arrangements which are at
least as strict as those currently applied in those Member States;

Whereas the Community Regulations relating, in particular, to foot-
and-mouth disease and swine fever should make it possible to find a
common and complete solution for all these problems;

Whereas it would be justified to make provision for a special transi-
tional period for Ireland and the United Kingdom in respect of
Northern Ireland, which would enable the said countries to effect the
amendments necessitated by the implementation of Community Regu-
lations;

Whereas it seems appropriate, in the light of experience acquired, to
extend the use of a rapid and effective procedure for making technical
changes to certain provisions or for establishing rules of implementa-
tion,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

Article 1

From 1 January 1977, the text of Article 13 of Directive 72/461/EEC
shall be replaced by the following:

‘Article 13

Until 31 December 1982, Ireland and the United Kingdom in
respect of Northern Ireland, shall be authorized to retain for imports
of fresh meat, their national rules relating to protection against
foot-and-mouth disease while complying with the general provi-
sions of the Treaty.

Until 31 December 1977, Denmark, Ireland and the United
Kingdom shall be authorized to retain, for imports of fresh meat,
their national rules relating to protection against swine fever, while
complying with the general provisions of the Treaty.’

Article 2

The following Article 4a, shall be inserted into Directive 64/432/EEC:

‘Article 4a

Until 31 December 1982, with regard to imports ►C1 from other
Member States of animals for ◄ breeding, store and slaughter,
Ireland and the United Kingdom in respect of Northern Ireland
shall be authorized to retain their national rules relating to protec-
tion against foot-and-mouth disease while complying with the
general provisions of the Treaty.

The Council, acting unanimously on a proposal from the Commis-
sion to be submitted before 1 July 1977, shall adopt before 1
January 1978 any amendments to be made to Annexes A, B and C
to Directive 64/432/EEC or any other measures, including provi-
sions, relating to traditional trade between Ireland and the United
Kingdom.’

Article 3

From 1 January 1978, the following Article 4b shall be inserted into
Directive 64/432/EEC:

‘Article 4b

Without prejudice to Article 4a, Member States which have been
free of foot-and-mouth disease for more than two years, which do
not practice routine vaccination and which, by way of derogation
from the requirements of this Directive do not allow in their terri-
tory animals vaccinated against the said disease for a period to be
determined in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article
12, may, until 31 December 1982 and while complying with
general rules of the Treaty, impose the following conditions upon
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the introduction into their territory of animals for breeding, store
and slaughter:

A. when such animals come from a Member State which has been
free from foot-and-mouth disease for at least two years:

(1) does not practise vaccination against foot-and-mouth disease
and does not allow animals vaccinated against the said
disease on its territory, the animals must fulfil the require-
ments of this Directive, with the exception of the
provisions relating to the compulsory vaccination against
foot-and-mouth disease;

(2) practises vaccination against foot-and-mouth disease and
allows animals vaccinated against the said disease on its
territory, the animals shall be subject to the requirements
of this Directive, with the exception of the provisions
relating to vaccination against foot-and-mouth disease,
which shall be replaced by the following guarantees:

— bovine animals must have undergone a foot-and-mouth
virus test involving scraping of the larynx and the
pharynx (known as “probang test”) and have shown a
negative result,

— bovine animals and swine must have undergone a sero-
logical test for the detection of foot-and-mouth
antibodies and have shown a negative result,

— bovine animals and swine must have been kept in isola-
tion for 14 days in the exporting country either at the
holding of origin or in a quarantine station and under
the supervision of an official veterinarian,

on the understanding that:

(i) no animal on the holding of origin or in the quarantine
station (where required) shall have been vaccinated
against foot-and-mouth disease for a period of 21 days
prior to export and no animal other than those to be
exported shall have been brought into the holding and
quarantine station during that period;

(ii) when the tests required in application of this Article are
carried out on the holding, the animals to be exported
must be segregated from other animals until they are
exported.

The animals shall also be subject to 21 days of quarantine
in the importing country;

B. when such animals come from a Member State which has not
been free of foot-and-mouth disease for at least two years:

(1) does not practise vaccination against foot-and-mouth disease
and does not allow animals vaccinated against the said
disease on its territory, the animals shall be subject to the
requirements of this Directive, with the exception of the
provisions relating to vaccination against foot-and-mouth
disease, which shall be replaced by the following guaran-
tees:

— bovine animals must have undergone a foot-and-mouth
virus test involving scraping of the larynx and the
pharynx (known as “probang test”) and have shown a
negative result,

— bovine animals and swine must have undergone a sero-
logical test for the detection of foot-and-mouth
antibodies and have shown a negative result,

— bovine animals and swine must have been kept in isola-
tion for 14 days in a quarantine station in the exporting
country and under the supervision of an official veteri-
narian,

on the understanding that:

(i) no animal on the holding of origin or in the quarantine
station (where required) shall have been vaccinated
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against foot-and-mouth disease for a period of 30 days
prior to export and no animal other than those to be
exported shall have been brought into the holding and
the quarantine station during that period;

(ii) when the tests required in application of this Article are
carried out on the holding, the animals to be exported
must be segregated from other animals until they are
exported.

The animals shall also be subject to 21 days of quarantine
in the country of destination;

(2) practises vaccination against foot-and-mouth disease and
allows animals vaccinated against the said disease on its
territory, the animals shall be subject to the requirements
laid down in B (1) and any additional requirements which
may be adopted in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Articles 12 or 13.

The procedure under Article 12 shall be used to determine the
detailed rules for the application of this Article, in particular to
which of the categories mentioned in the first subparagraphs of A
or B Member States belong and also the rules for acceding to the
said categories.’

Article 4

Subparagraph (b) of Article 7 (1) (A) of Directive 64/432/EEC shall be
deleted.

In Article 7 (1) (C) of Directive 64/432/EEC, the date ‘31 December
1977’ shall be replaced by ‘31 December 1979’.

Article 5

From 1 January 1978, Article 8 (2) of Directive 72/462/EEC shall be
completed as follows:

‘For breeding and store animals the requirements of this paragraph
may vary from one Member State to another in order to take
account of the special provisions which Member States enjoy in
the framework of intra-Community trade.’

Article 6

From 1 January 1978, the text of Article 33 of Directive 72/462/EEC
shall be replaced by the following:

‘Article 33

When applying Articles 8 and 16, the conditions laid down in
accordance with the procedure of Article 29 for imports effected
by certain Member States must be at least as strict as those which
the same Member States apply in the framework of intra-Commu-
nity trade.’

Article 7

The Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions necessary to comply with this Directive:

(a) not later than 1 January 1977 as regards the provisions of Article 1;

(b) not later than 1 January 1978 as regards all the other provisions.

They shall forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

Article 8

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

1977L0098 — EN — 23.12.1976 — 000.001 — 5


