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Council Directive of 8 December 1975 concerning
the quality of bathing water (76/160/EEC) (repealed)

Article 6

1 The competent authorities in the Member States shall carry out sampling operations,
the minimum frequency of which is laid down in the Annex.

2 Samples should be taken at places where the daily average density of bathers is highest.
Samples should preferably be taken 30 cm below the surface of the water except for mineral
oil samples which shall be taken at surface level. Sampling should begin two weeks before the
start of the bathing season.

3 Local investigation of the conditions prevailing upstream in the case of fresh running
water, and of the ambient conditions in the case of fresh still water and sea water should
be carried out scrupulously and repeated periodically in order to obtain geographical and
topographical data and to determine the volume and nature of all polluting and potentially
polluting discharges and their effects according to the distance from the bathing area.

4 Should inspection by a competent authority or sampling operations reveal that there
is a discharge or a probable discharge of substances likely to lower the quality of the bathing
water, additional sampling must take place. Such additional sampling must also take place if
there are any other grounds for suspecting that there is a decrease in water quality.

5 Reference methods of analysis for the parameters concerned are set out in the Annex.
Laboratories which employ other methods must ensure that the results obtained are equivalent
or comparable to those specified in the Annex.



