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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 16 June 1975

concerning the coordination of provisions laid down by law, regulation
or administrative action in respect of activities of doctors

(75/363 /EEC)

Directive , does not exclude any subsequent
coordination ;

Whereas the coordination envisaged by this Directive
covers the professional training of doctors ; whereas,
as far as training is concerned, most Member States
do not at present distinguish between doctors who
pursue their activities as employed persons and those
who are self-employed ; whereas for this reason and
in order to encourage as far as possible the free
movement of professional persons within the
Community, it appears necessary to extend the
application of this Directive to employed doctors ,

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community , and in particular
Articles 49 , 57, 66 and 235 thereof ;

Having regard to the proposal from the
Commission ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European
Parliament (*);

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee ( 2 );

Whereas with a view to achieving the mutual
recognition of diplomas, certificates and other
evidence of formal qualifications in medicine, laid
down by Directive No 75/362/EEC (3 ) of 16 June
1975 concerning the mutual recognition of diplomas,
certificates and ' other evidence of formal
qualifications in medicine, including measures to
facilitate the effective exercise of the right of
establishment and freedom to provide services, the
comparable nature of training courses in the
Member States enables coordination in this field to
be confined to the requirement that minimum
standards be observed, which then leaves the
Member States freedom of organization as regards
teaching ;

Whereas with a view to mutual recognition of
diplomas , certificates and other evidence of formal
qualifications in specialized medicine and in order to
put all members of the profession who are nationals
of the Member States on an equal footing within the
Community, some coordination of the requirements
for training in specialized medicine seems necessary ;
whereas certain minimum criteria should be laid
down for this purpose concerning the right to take
up specialized training, the minimum training period,
the method by which such training is given and the
place where it is to be carried out, as well as the
supervision to which it should be subject ; whereas
these criteria only concern the specialities common
to all the Member States or to two or more Member
States ;

Whereas the coordination of the conditions for the
pursuit of these activities, as envisaged by this

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

Article 1

1 . The Member States shall require persons
wishing to take up and pursue a medical profession
to hold a diploma, certificate or other evidence of
formal qualifications in medicine referred to in
Article 3 of Directive No 75/362/EEC which
guarantees that during his complete training period
the person concerned has acquired :

(a ) adequate knowledge of the sciences on which
medicine is based and a good understanding of
the scientific methods including the principles of
measuring biological functions, the evaluation of
scientifically established facts and the analysis of
data ;

( b ) sufficient understanding of the structure ,
functions and behaviour of healthy and sick
persons , as well as relations between the state of
health and the physical and social surroundings
of the human being;

( c) adequate knowledge of clinical disciplines and
practices, providing him with a coherent picture
of mental and physical diseases , of medicine from
the points of view of prophylaxis , diagnosis and
therapv and of human reproduction ;

(d ) suitable clinical experience in hospitals under
appropriate supervision .

2 . A complete period of medical training of this
kind shall comprise at least a six-year course or 5 500
hours of theoretical and practical instruction given in
a university or under the supervision of a university.

(») OJ No C 101 , 4 . 8 . 1970, p. 19 .
(•) OJ No C 36, 28 . 3 . 1970, p. 19 .
( 3 ) See page 1 of this Official Journal .
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3 . In order to be accepted for this training, the
candidate must have a diploma or a certificate which
entitles him to be admitted to the universities of a
Member State for the course of study concerned .

4. In the case of persons who started their training
before 1 January 1972, the training referred to in
paragraph 2 may include six months' full-time
practical training at university level under the
supervision of the competent authorities .

5 . Nothing in this Directive shall prejudice any
facility which may be granted in accordance with
their own rules by Member States in respect of their
own territory to authorize holders of diplomas,
certificates or other evidence of formal qualifications
which have not been obtained in a Member State to
take up and pursue the activities of a doctor.

time as the Council makes a decision in accordance
with paragraph 3 , Member States may permit part
time specialist training, under conditions approved
by the competent national authorities, when training
on a full-time basis would not be practicable for well
founded reasons .

2 . The total period of specialized training may not
be shortened by virtue of paragraph 1 . The standard
of the training may not be impaired, either by its
part-time nature or by the practice of private,
remunerated professional activity .

3 . Four years at the latest after notification of this
Directive and in the light of a review of the
situation, acting on a proposal from the
Commission, and bearing in mind that the possibility
of part-time training should continue to exist in
certain circumstances to be examined separately for
each specialty, the Council shall decide whether the
provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 should be retained
or amended .

Article 4

Member States shall ensure that the minimum length
of the specialized training courses mentioned below
may not be less than the following :

First group :
— general surgery
— neuro-surgery

five years.— internal medicine
— urology
— orthopaedics

Article 2

1 . Member States shall ensure that the training
leading to a diploma, certificate or other evidence of
formal qualifications in specialized medicine, meets
the following requirements at least :

( a ) it shall entail the successful completion of six
years' study within the framework of the
training course referred to in Article 1 ;

(b) it shall comprise theoretical and practical
instruction ;

(c) it shall be a full-time course supervised by the
competent authorities or bodies ;

(d ) it shall be in a university centre, in a teaching
hospital or, where appropriate, in a health
establishment approved for this purpose by the
competent authorities or bodies ;

( e) it shall involve the personal participation of the
doctor training to be a specialist in the activity
and in the responsibilities of the establishments
concerned .

2 . Member States shall make the award of a
diploma, certificate or other evidence of formal
qualifications in specialized medicine subject to the
possession of one of the diplomas, certificates or
other evidence of formal qualifications in medicine
referred to in Article 1 .

3 . Within the time limit laid down in Article 7,
Member States shall designate the authorities or
bodies competent to issue the diplomas, certificates
or other evidence of formal qualifications referred to
in paragraph 1 .

Second group :
— gynaecology and obstetrics
— paediatrics four years.
— pneumo-phthisiology

Third group :
— anesthesiology and reanimation
— ophthalmology
— otorhinolaryngology

three years .

Article 5

Member States which have laid down provisions by
law, regulation and administrative action in this field
shall ensure that the minimum length of the
specialized training courses mentioned below may
not be less than the following :

First group :
— plastic surgery
— thoracic surgery
— vascular surgery
— neuro-psychiatry
— paediatric surgery
— gastroenterological surgery

Article 3

1 . "Without prejudice to the principle of full-time
training as set out in Article 2 ( 1 ) ( c), and until such

five years .
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Second group :
— cardiology
— gastroenterology
— neurology
— rheumatology
— psychiatry
— clinical biology
— radiology
— diagnostic radiology
— radiotherapy
— tropical medicine
— pharmacology
— child psychiatry
— microbiology-bacteriology
— pathological anatomy
— occupational medicine
— biological chemistry
— immunology
— dermatology
— venereology
— geriatrics
— renal diseases
— contagious diseases
— community medicine
— biological haematology

four years .

Article 8

As a transitional measure and notwithstanding
Article 2 (2):
( a ) as regards Luxembourg, and in respect only of
the Luxembourg diplomas covered by the law of
1939 of Luxembourg on the conferring of
academic and university degrees, the issue of a
certificate as a specialist shall be conditional
simply upon the possession of the diploma of
doctor of medicine, surgery and obstetrics
awarded by the Luxembourg State Examining
Board ;

(b ) as regards Denmark, and in respect only of the
Danish diplomas of doctors of medicine required
by law awarded by a Danish university faculty of
medicine in accordance with the decree of the
Ministry of the Interior of 14 May 1970, the issue
of a certificate as specialist shall be conditional
simply upon the possession of the above
mentioned diplomas .

The diplomas referred to under (a ) and (b ) may be
awarded to candidates who began their training
before the end of the period referred to in Article
9 ( 1 ).

Article 9

1 . Member States shall bring into force the
measures necessary to comply with this Directive
within 18 months of its notification and shall
forthwith inform the Commission thereof.

2 . Member States shall communicate to the
Commission the texts of the main provisions of
national law which they adopt in the field covered
by this Directive .

Article 10

Where a Member State encounters major difficulties
in certain fields, when applying this Directive, the
Commission shall examine these difficulties in
conjunction with that State and shall request the
opinion of the Committee of Senior Officials on
Public Health set up by Decision No 75/365/
EEC (2).
When necessary, the Commission shall submit
appropriate proposals to the Council .

Article 1 1

This Directive is addressed to the Member States .

Done at Luxembourg, 16 June 1975 .
For the Council

The President

R. RYAN

Third group :
— general haematology
— endocrinology
— physiotherapy
— stomatology
— dermato-venereology

three years .

— allergology

Article 6

This Directive shall also apply to nationals of
Member States who, in accordance with Council
Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 (*) of 15 October 1968
on freedom of movement for workers within the
Community, are pursuing or will pursue, as
employed persons, one of the activities referred to in
Article 1 of Directive No 75/362/EEC.

Article 7

As a transitional measure and notwithstanding
Article 2 ( 1 ) ( c) and Article 3 , Member States whose
provisions laid down by law, regulation or
administrative action permit a method of part-time
specialist training at the time of notification of this
Directive may continue to apply these provisions to
candidates who have begun their training as
specialists no later than four years after the
notification of this Directive. This period may be
extended if the Council has not taken a decision in
accordance with Article 3 (3 ).

(*) OJ No L 257, 19 . 10. 1968 , p. 2 . (*) See page 19 of this Official Journal.


