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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 17 February 1975
on the establishment of common rules for certain types of combined road/rail

carriage of goods between Member States

(75/ 130/EEC)

unit, lorry, trailer, semi-trailer or their swop bodies
are transported by rail between the nearest suitable
rail loading station to the point of loading and the
nearest suitable rail unloading station to the point
of unloading ;

— 'swop body' means the part of a vehicle which is
intended to bear the load, has supports and, by
means of a device which is part of the vehicle ,
may be detached from the vehicle and re-incorpor­
ated therein .

2 . Transport using the railway principally to over­
come a natural obstacle shall not be considered as
combined road/rail carriage for the purposes of this
Directive .

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 75
thereof ;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European Parlia­
ment (') ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2 ) ;

Whereas the introduction of a common transport
policy includes, inter alia, the drawing up of
common rules applicable to the carriage of goods by
road from or to the territory of a Member State or
across the territory of one or more Member States ;
whereas these rules must be drawn up in such a way
as to make possible the progressive development of
transport methods based on the complementary func­
tions of various types of transport and on the specific
means and requirements of transport operators and
users ;

Whereas the use of the road/rail method for the inter­
national carriage of goods by road is economically
advantageous over long distances ; whereas it reduces
road traffic and thus enhances road safety ; whereas at
the same time it contributes to the protection of the
environment ; whereas its development is encouraged
by freedom from all quantitative restrictions and by
the elimination of various existing administrative
restraints ; whereas control measures must be provided
to ensure that the regulations are complied with ;

Whereas such a system should be introduced for a
period of time long enough for the system ultimately
applied to be determined in the light of experience ,

Article 2

Each of the Member States shall , by 1 October 1975,
liberalize the combined road/rail carriage referred to
in Article 1 from all quota systems and systems of
authorization .

Article 3

In the case of combined carriage for hire or reward, a
transport document which fulfils at least the require­
ments laid down in Article 6 of Council Regulation
No 11 (3 ) of 27 June 1960 concerning the abolition of
discrimination in transport rates and conditions, in
implementation of Article 79 (3) of the Treaty esta­
blishing the European Economic Community, shall
also specify the rail loading and unloading stations .
These details shall be recorded before the transport
operation is carried out and shall be confirmed by
means of a stamp affixed by the rail authorities in the
stations concerned when that part of the journey
carried out by rail has been completed .

Article 4

1 . When a frontier is crossed on the road journey
before the rail journey, Member States may require the
operator to prove that the rail authorities or a body
authorized by them have made a reservation for the
transport by rail of the tractor unit, lorry, trailer, semi­
trailer, or the swop bodies thereof .

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

Article 1

1 . For the purposes of this Directive :
— 'combined road/rail carriage' means road transport

of goods between Member States where the tractor
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2. Member States may authorize the inspection
authorities to require the rail carriage document to be
produced on completion of the rail part of the
combined road/rail journey.

Article 5

Member States shall inform the Commission by 30
June 1975 of the measures taken to implement this
Directive .

Article 6

This Directive shall not affect the conditions in force
in each Member State governing admission to the
occupation of road transport operator and access to
the transport market .

Article 7

The Commission will report to the Council by 31
December 1977 on the implementation of this Direc­
tive and will submit proposals in this connection .

This Directive shall be valid until 31 December 1978 .
The Council , acting on a proposal from the Commis­
sion , will decide before that date on the arrangements
to be applied .

Article 8

This Directive is addressed to the Member States .

Done at Brussels, 17 February 1975.

For the Council

The President

R. RYAN


