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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE

of 20 January 1975

on the organization of a structures survey for 1975 as part of the programme of surveys
on the structure of agricultural holdings

(75/108/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular
Article 43 thereof ;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European
Parliament (*);

Whereas, for the future development of the common
agricultural policy, the Community needs objective
and . comparable information on the structure and
organization of agricultural holdings throughout the
Community ;

Whereas the findings of the basic survey conducted
under Regulation No 70/66/EEC (2), as amended by
Regulation No 35/67/EEC (3), as part of a
programme of surveys on the structure of agricultural
holdings and of the general agricultural survey
recommended by the FAO and conducted under
Directive No 69/400/EEC (4), provide the Community
with certain information which, however, concern
only the territory of the six original Member States
and refer only to a specific period; whereas the
Community must therefore undertake a programme
of surveys to be conducted at the same time in all
the Member States, based on uniform methods and
definitions ;

Whereas such a programme should, in particular,
include a survey aimed at providing essential
information for defining the structure of agricultural
holdings ;

Whereas the envisaged measures have a Community
interest for achieving the objectives defined in
Article 39 ( 1 ) ( a ) of the Treaty, including the

structural changes necessary for the efficient
functioning of the common market ; whereas these
measures thus constitute a common action within
the meaning of Article 6 of Council Regulation (EEC)
No 729/70 (5 ) of 21 April 1970 concerning the
financing of the common agricultural policy, as last
amended by Regulation (EEC) No 2788/72 ( 6 );

Whereas the scope of the survey should, so as to
take account of current developments in certain
methods or fields of production, include holdings
with an area of at least one hectare and smaller
holdings of a certain economic importance due to
the fact that they market a certain proportion of
their production or if their standard gross production
exceeds certain physical units ;

Whereas in order to ensure uniform analysis of
the results obtained and to satisfy information
requirements in this sector, the data collected in
the survey by the statistical services of the Member
States must be centralized ;

Whereas a Member State may be particularly
interested in having available results on the situation
within its territory and whereas the possibility for
analysis and publication at national level should
therefore be provided ;

Whereas the farmers taking part in the survey should
be assured that individual information about them
will be treated as confidential ;

Whereas in order to facilitate implementation of
the provisions specified, there should be close
cooperation between the Member States and the
Commission, within the Standing Committee for
Agricultural Statistics set up by Decision No
72/279/EEC (7),

(x) OJ No C 40, 8 . 4. 1974, p . 72 and OJ No C 155 , 9. 12 .
1974 , p . 49 .

(2) OJ No 112 , 24. 6. 1966, p. 2065/66.
(3) OJ No 33 , 24. 2. 1967, p. 524/67.
(4) OJ No L 288 , 17. 11 . 1969 , p . 1 .

(5) OJ No L 94, 28 . 4. 1970, p. 13 .
(6) OJ No L 295 , 30. 12. 1972, p . 1 .
(7 ) OT No L 179 , 7 . 8 . 1972, p . 1 .
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National samples may, where appropriate, be drawn
from exhaustive surveys.

Member States which conduct exhaustive surveys
may supply the complete results thereof.

2 . The Member States shall take the necessary steps
to reduce errors of observation .

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :

CHAPTER I

Organization of the programme of surveys

Article 1

A survey on the structure of agricultural holdings
(structures survey for 1975), hereinafter referred to
as the 'survey', shall be carried out as part of a
programme of Community surveys necessitated by
the requirements of the common agricultural policy.

CHAPTER II

Structures survey for 1975

Article 2

For purposes of applying the following provisions :
( a) agricultural holding sJhall mean a single unit,

both technically and economically, which has
a single management and the output of which
is agricultural products ;

(b ) agricultural area utilized for farming shall mean
the total area taken up by arable land, permanent
pasture and meadow, land used for permanent
crops and subsistence plots .

Article 3
The Member States shall carry out a survey covering
one crop year corresponding to the crop to be
harvested in 1975 .

The survey shall be conducted in one or more stages
between 1 March 1975 and 1 March 1976.

Article 4

The survey shall cover :

(a) agricultural holdings where the agricultural area
utilized for farming is one hectare or more ;

(b ) agricultural holdings where the agricultural area
utilized for farming is less than one hectare, if
they market a certain proportion of their
production or if their standard gross production
exceeds certain physical units .

Article 5

Member States shall provide information on the
characteristics listed in the Annex.

Article 6

1 . The Member States shall supply the data provided
for in Article 5 for a random sample of agricultural
holdings, the number of which shall be between the
following limits :

Article 7

1 . Member States sfhall take such measures as may
be necessary for the survey to be conducted in their
territory, and shall :

( a) devise questionnaires which include at least the
elements given in the list of characteristics
provided for in Article 5 ;

(b) where necessary, draw up a sampling plan and
submit it to the Commission;

(c) check that the questionnaires have been completed
in full and 'that the replies are plausible ; if
necessary, require omissions and inaccurate data
to be rectified in the questionnaires ;

(d) transcribe, for each holding, the data provided
for in the list of characteristics in the Annex onto
magnetic tape, using a standard code for all
Member States ;

(e) check the data transcribed in this way, verifying
whether they are plausible, and correcting them
if necessary, and inform the Commission of the
verification procedure used to eliminate errors ;

( f ) submit the magnetic tapes provided for in (d) to
the Statistical Office of the European Communi­
ties . They should be submitted not later than
12 months after completion of the field work;

(g) furnish the Commission as necessary with any
information it may request from them concerning
the performance of their tasks under this
Directive .
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4 . The estimated cost of the common action to be
borne by the European Agricultural Guidance and
Guarantee Fund, Guidance Section, shall be
7 920 000 units of account.

5 . Requests for payment shall relate to expenses
incurred by Member States during one calendar
year and shall be submitted to the Commission
before 1 September of the following year.

6 . Aid from the Fund shall be decided in accordance
with Article 7 ( 1 ) of Regulation (EEC) No 729/70.

7 . The Commission may agree to payments on
account.

8 . Detailed rules for applying this Article shall be
adopted in accordance with the procedures laid
down in Article 13 of Regulation (EEC) No 729/70 .

2 . Member States may carry out an analysis of the
data and publish the results ' of the survey relating
to their territories .

Article 8

1 . The following shall be adopted in accordance
with the procedure laid down in Article 11 :

( a ) the definitions relating to the list of characteristics ;

(b) the list of agricultural products ;

(c) the sampling plans with reference to strata and
regions ;

(d) the standard code and rules governing the
transcription onto magnetic tape of the data
provided for in the list of characteristics ;

( e ) any other detailed rules .

2. The Commission in conjunction with Member
States shall be responsible for :

( a) drawing up an outline of tables for the whole
Community ;

(b) having the data recorded on magnetic tape
analysed at Community level by the Statistical
Office of the European Communities ;

(c) communicating the results of the survey to the
Member States ;

(d) publishing the results of the survey .

Article 10

1 ., Member States shall take all necessary steps to
ensure that individual data collected on their
territories as part of the survey are used only within
the limits and conditions defined by their . national
laws governing statistical secrecy.

2. The individual data referred to in paragraph 1
shall be communicated to the Statistical Office of
the . European Communities in such a form that
the holdings concerned cannot be identified. More­
over, they may be divulged only to those persons
responsible at the pffice for the application of this
Directive.

3 . The Member States and the Commission shall
adopt such measures as may be required to penalize
infringements of the provisions of paragraph 2.

Article 11

1 . Where the procedure laid down in this Article
is invoked, the Standing Committee for Agricultural
Statistics , set up by the Council Decision of
31 . July 1972, hereinafter called 'the Committee',
shall give an Opinion, the votes of Member States
being weighted as laid down in the first subparagraph
of Article 148 (2) of the .Treaty. The Chairman shall
not vote.

2 . In such cases the Chairman shall refer the matter
to. • the Committee, either on his own initiative or
at the request of the representative of a Member
State.

CHAPTER III

General provisions

Article 9

1 . The survey referred to in Article 1 shall
constitute a common action within the meaning of
Article 6 ( 1 ) of Regulation (EEC) No 729/70 .

2 . The European Agricultural Guidance and
Guarantee Fund, Gruidance Section, shall pay Member
States 12 units of account for each holding for which
the data referred to in Article 5 are submitted to
the Commission up to the limits set out in Article 6
of this Directive.

3 . The period envisaged for carrying out the
common action shall be two years .
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2 . The Committee and the Standing Committee for
Agricultural Structures shall be consulted on the
operations referred to in Article 8 (2 ) ( a).

3 . The Committee may examine any other question
relating to the application of this Directive, which
may be raised by the Chairman, either on his own
initiative, or at the request of the representative of
a Member State .

3 . The Commission representative shall submit a
draft of the measures to be taken. The Committee
shall give its Opinion on these measures within
a time limit to be set by the Chairman according
to the urgency of the matters concerned. It shall act
by a majority of 41 votes .

4. The Commission shall adopt measures which
shall take immediate effect. However, if these
measures are not in accordance with the Committee's
Opinion, the Commission shall submit them
forthwith to the Council ; in this case the Commission
may defer application of the measures it has adopted
for not more than one month from the date of their
submission to the Council .

The Council , acting by a qualified majority, may
take a different decision within a period of one
month.

Article 12

1 . The Committee shall be consulted on the
operations referred to in Article 7 ( a ) and Article 8
(2 ) ( c ) and (d).

Article 13

This Directive is addressed to the Member States .

Done at Brussels , 20 January 1975 .

For the Council N

The President

M. A. CLINTON
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ANNEX

LIST OF CHARACTERISTICS

A. Geographical situation of the holding

01 District

B. Legal personality of the holding

01 Is the legal and economic responsibility of the holding assumed by
a natural person ? yes/no

02 If yes ,

is this person also the manager or in other words does the manager
work on his own account ? yes/no

ha/acre

C. Type of tenure (in relation to the holder)

Agricultural area utilized :

01 for owner farming

02 for tenant farming

03 for share farming or other modes

D. Management of the holding and manager's education

01 Are accounts kept for the holding ? yes/no

02 Is profitability per holding calculated on the basis of these accounts ? ( x) yes/no

03 Is there a development plan for the holding within the meaning of
Article 6 of Directive No 72/159/EEC ? (x ) yes/no

04 (a) Is the holding a member of a cooperative or other similar
agricultural organization for the purposes of :
— its supplies yes/no
— marketing its produce yes/no
— use of agricultural equipment and plant yes/no

(b) Value percentage of production under contract :

Code 1 to 4
1 = nil

2 = more than
0 to 50

3 — more than
50 to 90

4 = more than

— cereals

— fruit and vegetables
— bovine animals

— milk and milk products

— pigs

— poultry

— eggs
90 to 100

( x ) Optional.
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05 Manager's education and agricultural training :

— primary yes/no

— secondary yes/no

— higher yes/no

Land use

The agricultural area utilized for farming should include the areas under main crops for
harvest in 1975 , including areas cultivated in 1974 for harvest in 1975 and areas which are
not yet producing crops . Areas cultivated in 1975 and normally intended for harvest in 1976
should not be included.

E. Arable land

ha/acreCereals for the production of grain (including seed) :

01 Common wheat and spelt
02 Durum wheat

03 Rye

04 Barley

05 Oats

06 Grain maize

07 Rice

08 Other cereals

09 Dried vegetables (including seed and mixtures of cereals and dried
vegetables)

10 Potatoes (including early potatoes and sets)

11 Sugar beet (excluding seeds)

12 Forage roots and tubers (excluding seeds)

13 Industrial plants (including seeds for herbaceous oleaginous plants ;
excluding seeds for textile plants, hops , tobacco and other industrial
plants)

Fresh vegetables, melons, strawberries :

14 — outdoor :

(a) open field

(b) market gardening

15 — under glass

Flowers and ornamental plants (excluding seedlings):
16 — outdoor

17 — under glass

18 Forage plants

19 Horticultural seeds and other arable land seeds or plants (excluding
cereals , dried vegetables , potatoes and oleaginous plants)

20 Other arable land crops
21 Fallow land
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ha/acre
F. Subsistence plots

ha/acreG. Permanent pasture and meadow

01 Pasture and meadow including mountain pastures

H. Permanent crops

91 Fruit and berry plantations

02 Citrus plantations

03 Olive plantations

04 Vineyards

05 Nurseries

06 Other permanent crops

07 Permanent crops under glass

I. Other land

01 Unutilized agricultural area (agricultural land which is no longer
farmed, for economic, social or other reasons and which is not
used in the crop rotation system)

02 Woodland

03 Other land (land covered by buildings , farmyards, tracks, ponds,
quarries , infertile land, rock, etc.)

J. Combined and successive crops
(excluding market garden crops , and crops under glass ) (*)

01 Land under crops combined with permanent crops

02 Larid under successive or intermediate crops

K. Livestock (as of . . .) (date to be determined) Head

01 Equidae

Bovine animals :

02 Under one year old ;
over one but under two years old

03 Male animals

04 Female animals ;
two years old and over

05 Male animals

06 Heifers

07 Dairy cows

08 Other cows

09 Sheep (all ages)

10 Goats (all ages ) .

(*) Optional section.
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HeadPigs :

11 Piglets of live weight under 20 kg

12 Breeding sows weighing 50 kg and over

13 Other pigs

Poultry :
14 Broilers

15 Laying hens

16 Other poultry (ducks , turkeys , geese, guinea-fowl)
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N. Holder's gainful activities other than the activity referred to in M (2)

01 Does the holder engage in any gainful activity other than that referred
to in M ? yes/no

02 Nature of this gainful activity :
— self-employed yes/no
— other yes/no

03 Economic sector in which this activity is carried on :
— agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing yes/no
— other sectors yes/no

04 Does the holder have a specific non-agricultural academic training (2) yes/no

(*) These questions should be put only if the holder and the manager are one and the same persoD .
(s) Optional .


