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Council Decision of 26 April 1999 establishing the second phase of the Community
vocational training action programme ‘Leonardo da Vinci’ (1999/382/EC)

Article 2

Objectives of the programme

1 Within the framework of the objectives set out in Article 127 of the Treaty, this
programme aims at developing the quality, innovation and European dimension in vocational
training systems and practices, through transnational cooperation. The objectives of the
programme shall be to:

a improve the skills and competences of people, especially young people, in initial
vocational training at all levels; this may be achieved inter alia through work-linked
vocational training and apprenticeship with a view to promoting employability and
facilitating vocational integration and reintegration;

b improve the quality of, and access to, continuing vocational training and the life-
long acquisition of skills and competences with a view to increasing and developing
adaptability, particularly in order to consolidate technological and organisational
change;

innovative counselling and guidance approaches are of particular importance for the
fulfilment of the objectives set out in (a) and (b) and shall be given support;

c promote and reinforce the contribution of vocational training to the process of
innovation, with a view to improving competitiveness and entrepreneurship, also in
view of new employment possibilities; special attention shall be paid in this respect to
fostering cooperation between vocational training institutions, including universities,
and undertakings, particularly SMEs.

2 In implementing the objectives set out in paragraph 1, particular attention shall be
paid to people at a disadvantage in the labour market, including disabled people, to practices
facilitating their access to training, to the promotion of equality, to equal opportunities for
women and men and to the fight against discrimination.
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