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COUNCIL DECISION

of 6 March 1978

adopting a programme of research and development for the European Atomic
Energy Community on uranium exploration and extraction (indirect action )

(78/264/Euratom)

Annex , is hereby adopted for a period of three years
from 1 January 1978 .

Article 2

The upper limit of expenditure commitments neces­
sary for the implementation of this programme shall
be three million European units of account, the Euro­
pean unit of account being defined by the financial
regulations applicable , and the maximum number of
staff shall be three .

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN

COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Atomic Energy Community, and in particular Article
7 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ,
submitted after consultation with the Scientific and
Technical Committee ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia­
ment ( 1 ),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2 ),

Whereas , under the common scientific and technolog­
ical policy, the multiannual programme of research
and development is one of the essential means open
to the Community of contributing to the development
of nuclear industries and to the acquisition and
dissemination of knowledge in the nuclear sector ;

Whereas the Community depends to a great extent on
third countries for its uranium supply and it is there­
fore in its interest to develop the resources which exist
within its territory ;

Whereas Community research and development
action in the field of uranium exploration and extrac­
tion would contribute to the realization of the above­
mentioned objective ,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article J

A programme of research and development on
uranium exploration and extraction , as set out in the

Article 3

The Commission shall be responsible for imple­
menting the programme . To assist it in this task, an
Advisory Committee on Research and Development
Programme Management in the Field of Uranium
Exploration and Extraction shall be established , the
terms of reference and composition of which shall be
defined in accordance with the Council resolution of
18 July 1977 on advisory committees on research
programme management (3 ).

Done at Brussels , 6 March 1978 .

For the Council

The President

P. DALSAGER

(') OJ No C 6, 9 . 1 . 1978 , p . 14 .
(2 ) OJ No C 59 , 8 . 3 . 1978 , p . 39 . ( 3 ) OJ No C 192, 11 . 8 . 1977 , p. 1 .
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ANNEX

1 . URANIUM EXPLORATION

1.1 . Discovery of uranium provinces :

— studies on uranium geology and metallogeny,
— study of Pb isotopes ,
— perfection of techniques for rapid and routine geochemical analysis ,
— remote sensing applied to prospecting,
— airborne geochemistry .

1.2 . Discovery of specific targets :

— migration of gaseous derivatives of uranium ,
— transportation and storage of uranium from solutions ,
— direct measurement of uranium in situ.

1.3 . Calibration of instruments

2 . URANIUM EXTRACTION

2.1 . Technico-economic feasibility studies

2.2 . Research and development projects

2.2.1 . Development of extraction techniques :

— in situ leaching,
— bacterial leaching,
-— leaching at high temperature and high pressure ,
— extraction from refractory ores and calcines .

2.2.2 . Processing of low-grade ores and wastes :

— extraction from phosphatic sediments ,
— extraction from phosphoric-rock-treatment plants .

2.2.3 . Recovery from low-grade resources :

— phosphoric acid liquids ,
— sea water .

Research work will be carried out by means of contracts .


