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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 12 December 1977

amending Decision 75/458/EEC concerning a programme of pilot schemes and
studies to combat poverty

(77/779/EEC)

Whereas since the majority of the schemes were not
completed before the end of 1976 it is desirable that
the schemes still in progress continue to be assisted
by the Community within the limits of the relevant
appropriations entered in the budget of the Communi­
ties for 1977, 1978 and 1979 ; whereas it is also desir­
able that a small number of new schemes could be
financed in as much as this is necessary in order to
complete the programme as a whole ;

Whereas in order to continue the Community action
described above it is necessary to amend Decision
75/458/EEC,

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN

COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia­
ment ('),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2 ),

Whereas in its Decision 75/458/EEC of 22 July 1975
concerning a programme of pilot schemes and studies
to combat poverty (3 ) the Council empowered the
Commission to promote or provide financial assis­
tance for pilot schemes which test and develop new
methods of helping persons beset by or threatened
with poverty in the Community, and to promote ,
carry out or provide financial assistance for pilot
studies to improve understanding of the nature,
causes , scope and mechanics of poverty in the
Community, within the limits of the relevant appropri­
ations entered in the budget of the Communities for
1975 and 1976 ;

Whereas the Commission has established a
programme of 19 schemes proposed by the Member
States and of two cross-national studies and has
submitted a report to the Council on 17 January 1977
on the successful progress of this programme ;

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

Decision 75/458 /EEC shall be amended as follows :

1 . In the first subparagraph of Article 1 ( 1 ) ' for 1975
and 1976' shall be replaced by 'for 1975, 1976,
1977, 1978 and 1979 '.

2 . Article 6 shall be replaced by the following :

'Article 6

The Commission shall submit reports to the
Council and the European Parliament on the avail­
able results of operations carried out with financial
assistance from the Community. As soon as the
programme has been completed and not later than

(') OJ No C 180 , 28 . 7 . 1977 , p. 43 .
( 2 ) Opinion delivered on 22 June 1977 (not yet published in
the Official Journal).

( 3 ) OJ No L 199 , 30 . 7 . 1975 , p. 34 .
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30 June 1981 , the Commission shall submit a
report giving an assessment of the results obtained.'

3 . Article 7 shall be replaced by the following :
'Article 7

Commitments regarding operations to which the
Commission decided before 1 July 1976 to grant
financial assistance and which are still in progress
on 12 December 1977 must be effected before 1
December 1979 .'

4. The following Article shall be added after Article

tance from the Community pursuant to Article 1
( 1 ) for one or more substitute schemes, in as much
as this is necessary in order to complete this
programme as a whole .'

Article 2

This Decision shall enter into force on the fifth day
following its publication in the Official Journal of
the European Communities.

Done at Brussels , 12 December 1977.

For the Council

The President

A. HUMBLET

7 :

'Article 8

By way of exception and to compensate for
schemes which have not been carried out or which
have proved inadequate, the Commission may
decide, before 1 April 1978 , to grant financial assis­


