
5 . 3 . 77 Official Journal of the European Communities No L 61/29

COUNCIL DECISION

of 14 February 1977

adopting a technological research programme for the footwear industry

(77/188/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular
Article 235 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Having regard to the opinion of Che European
Parliament ( 1 ),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (2),

Whereas the Council resolution oif 14 January 1974
on an initial outline programme of the European
Communities in the field of science and
technology (s ) concerns the coordination of nationail
policies and the definition of projects of interest to
the Community ;

Whereas, pursuant to Article 2 of the Treaty, the
Community has inter alia .as its task to promote
throughout the Community a harmonious develop­
ment of economic activities and a continuous and
balanced expansion ;

Whereas the technological improvements in footwear
manufacture which are necessary on economic and
social grounds and which constitute a step forward
in the attainment of the said objectives, involve the
implementation of certain research projects designed
in particular to reduce manufacturing costs, to ensure
a more rational use of raw materials and energy
and greater flexibility of production to meet
consumers' wishes and requirements, together with

the estalblishrjient of better psychological and
physical working conditions throughout the
production cycle ;

Whereas collective research plays an important role
in the technical development of the footwear industry,
since this sector consists mainily of small and
medium-sized undertakings which cannot carry out
their own research or whose own research is
insufficient ;

Whereas, since in the footwear industry the means to
carry out research are too limited at national level,
this industry and its research organizations have
produced a collective research programme at Com­
munity level comprising three research projects and
involving a total outlay of 1 355 000 units of account ;
whereas two of these projects, involving an outlay
of 505 000 units of account, must be initiated
immediately ; wthereas the footwear industry and its
research organizations will not undertake the third
project, involving an outilay of 850 000 units of
account, until the results obtained from the first two
projects are positive ;

Whereas a Community research programme, intended
to form part of the abovementioned collective pro­
gramme and hence to facilitate its execution, consti­
tutes a powerful force for integration in the footwear
sector, which will furthermore promote the develop­
ment of technology in the Community industry and
an increase in its competitiveness ;

Whereas the expenditure allocated Iby the footwear
industry and its research organizations for the
implementation of the first two projects in the
collective programme exceeds the soim allocated for
the Community programme; whereas the latter does
not oover the third project ;

Whereas the collective programme is the result of
more than 10 years' cooperation between the
research organizations and the footwear industry
within the Community ; whereas this fact should

C) OJ No C 30, 7. 2. 1977, p. 26.
(2) Opinion delivered on 24 December' 1976 (not yet
published in the Official Journal).

(3) OJ No C 7, 29. 1. 1974, p. 6.
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guarantee that the programme will be carried out
rationally and lead to positive results ;

Whereas the Community programme therefore
appears necessary to attain, in the context of the
common market, the objectives of flhe Treaty;

Whereas the Treaty did not make provision for the
powers required for this purpose;

Having regard to the ojpinion of tbfe Scientific and
Technical Research Committee (CREST),

235 000 units df account, the unit of account being
defined in Article 10 of the Financial Regulation of
25 April 1973 applicable to the general 'budget of the
European Communities ( 1 ).

Article 3

The Commission shall implement the programme by
means of contracts.

Article 4

The information gained as a result of the
implementation of the programme shall be
disseminated in accordance with Council Regulation
(EEC) No 2380/74 of 17 September 1974 adopting
provisions for the dissemination of information
relating to research programmes for the European
Economic Community (2).

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

A Community technologicasl research programme for
the footwear industry, as set out in the Annex hereto,
is hereby adopted for a period of four years from
1 January 1977.

Article 2

The maximum financial contribution to be made by
the Community towands the programme is set at

Done at Brussels, 14 February 1977.

For the Council

The President

J. SILKEN

(x) OJ No L 116, 1 . 5 . 1973 , p. 1 .
(2) OJ No L 255, 29. 9. 1974, p. 1 .
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ANNEX

COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH PROGRAMME
FOR THE FOOTWEAR INDUSTRY

An amount of 235 000 units of account is to be allocated for the implementation of the programme
which centres on the following two projects :

Research Project I : Rational use of materials for uppers

Main objectives

Saving of raw materials ; increased flexibility of production in accordance with consumer require­
ments ; improvements of places of work ; development of the technology for producing new
machines and systems of adjustment.

Programme

Analysis of the degree of raw materials utilization achieved with current techniques, using in­
formation provided by a representative sample of 30 firms on the degree of materials utilization
obtained during recent years using certain techniques and materials and for certain shapes and
types of footwear. In addition a study of methods on the basis of one or more standard footwear
designs.

Taking the results of the analysis as a basis, the development of systems for optimizing materials
utilization, by using electronic beam scanning and data processing.

Research Project II : Rationalization of the manufacture of uppers

Main objectives

Adaptation of the technique for producing uppers to the rest of the shoe manufacturing process,
in order to increase productivity, reduce production costs and improve working conditions.

Development of the necessary technology for constructing new, numerically-controlled machine
tools.

Programme

Study of the production processes used in manufacturing three types of shoe, for men, women
and children , requiring different production methods , on the basis of the experience of 120
undertakings. This study will cover the principal economic and ergonomic production para­
meters , e.g. materials, tooling and length of each operation , and will include an analysis of each
of the 18 stages of production with a view to merging them into more satisfactory groups of inte­
grated activities .

Collection and processing of the data necessary for numerical control and of the design data
for new machine tools , in preparation for their processing by computer.


