
64 Official Journal of the European Communities

No L 23/24 Official Journal of the European Communities 30.1.70

COUNCIL DECISION

of 27 January 1970

amending the Council Decision of 13 May 1965 implementing Article 4 of the Council
Decision of 22 June 1964 on the organisation of an inquiry into infrastructure costs in

respect of transport by rail, road and inland waterway

(70/108/EEC)

defined ; whereas it is therefore necessary to provide
for the continuance of the studies prescribed on that
account while at the same time formulating their
aims afresh and redefining the criteria to be applied
in selecting cases for study; whereas the object of
such studies should be both to clarify the theoretical
aspects of the problems involved in charging for the
use of infrastructure in urban areas and to elaborate
the means required for the possible introduction of
such a system of charging;

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the
European Economic Community, and in particular
Article 75 thereof;

Having regard to the Council Decision of 13 May
1965 1 implementing Article 4 of the Council Decision
of 22 June 1964 on the organisation of an inquiry
into infrastructure costs in respect of transport by
rail , road and inland waterway, and in particular to
Article 4 thereof;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European
Parliament2 ;

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee3 ;

Whereas Article 4 (1 ) of the Decision of 13 May
1965 provides for the carrying out by Member States
of individual studies with the object of identifying the
problems involved in applying certain methods of
allocating infrastructure costs ; whereas, however,
Article 4 (3 ) expressly lays down that these
provisions may be amended in order to take into
account the results of the pilot study referred to in
Article 3 ; whereas this study shows that most of the
individual studies originally provided for can,
without giving rise to difficulty, be discontinued ;

Whereas, however, the pilot study did not enable the
problems of road infrastructure in urban areas to be

The following shall be substituted for the wording of
Article 4 of the Council Decision of 13 May 1965
implementing Article 4 of the Council Decision of 22
June 1964 on the organisation of an inquiry into
infrastructure costs in respect of transport by rail,
road and inland waterway :

' 1 . Member States, with the exception of
Luxembourg, shall each carry out a study with
the object of defining the theoretical and practical
problems involved in charging for the use of road
infrastructure in urban areas .

The aims of these studies shall be as follows : to
make it possible to draw up a system of charges
for the use of infrastructure ; to settle the details
of the allocation of the costs of that
infrastructure ; and to elaborate the most
appropriate means for the possible introduction
of such a system.

2 . In order to cover as wide a range of cases as
possible, Member States shall, in selecting cases
for study as provided in paragraph 1 and in
apportioning the studies among themselves by

1 OJ No 88, 24.5.1965, p. 1473/65.
2 OJ No C 41, 1.4.1969, p . 6.
3 OJ No C 48, 16.4.1969, p. 9 .
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joint agreement, take the following criteria into
consideration :

— the size of the population within the urban
area ;

— the extent of the urban area ;

aspects of the problem of charging for the use of
road infrastructure in urban areas.

5 . Member States shall send studies to the
Commission before 1 February 1973 . The latter
shall present the Council with a report on the
result of these studies ; this report shall include a
statement of the conclusions to be drawn
therefrom as regards the possible introduction
under the common transport policy of a system of
charging for the use of road infrastructure in
urban areas and as regards the principles of such
a system and the means for putting it into effect'

Article 2

— the social and economic functions of the
urban area ;

— the existence of urban and suburban rail
transport.

3 . Member States shall receive financial
assistance from the Community towards the costs
which each incurs by reason of the apportionment
of tasks pursuant to paragraph 4. The necessary
appropriations for this purpose shall be duly
entered in the budget of the Communities under
the item relating to general studies and surveys of
Community concern .

4. In order to avoid duplication of work,
Member States shall consult together on the
apportionment among themselves of the task of
studying the general theoretical and practical

This Decision is addressed to the Member States .

Done at Brussels , 27 January 1970 .

For the Council

The President

A. BERTRAND


