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Companies Clauses
Consolidation Act 1845

1845 CHAPTER 16

Accountability of Officers

And with respect to the Accountability of the Officers of the Company, be it enacted
as follows:

CIX Security to be taken from Officers intrusted with Money.

Before any Person intrusted with the Custody or Control of Monies, whether Treasurer,
Collector, or other Officer of the Company, shall enter upon his Office, the Directors
shall take sufficient Security from him for the faithful Execution of his Office.

CX Officers to account, on Demand.

Every Officer employed by the Company shall from Time to Time, when required by
the Directors, make out and deliver to them, or to any Person appointed by them for that
Purpose, a true and perfect Account in Writing under his Hand of all Monies received
by him on behalf of the Company; and such Account shall state how, and to whom,
and for what Purpose such Monies shall have been disposed of; and, together with
such Account, such Officer shall deliver the Vouchers and Receipts for such Payments;
and every such Officer shall pay to the Directors, or to any Person appointed by them
to receive the same, all Monies which shall appear to be owing from him upon the
Balance of such Accounts.

CXI Summary Remedy against Parties failing to account.

If any such Officer fail to render such Account, or to produce and deliver up all the
Vouchers and Receipts relating to the same in his Possession or Power, or to pay' the
Balance thereof, when thereunto required, or if for Three Days after being thereunto
required he fail to deliver up to the Directors, or to any Person appointed by them to
receive the same, all Papers and Writings, Property, Effects, Matters, and Things, in
his Possession or Power, relating to the Execution of this or the Special Act, or any
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Act incorporated therewith, or belonging to the Company, then, on Complaint thereof
being made to a Justice, such Justice shall summon such Officer to appear before Two
or more Justices at a Time and Place to be set forth in such Summons, to answer such
Charge; and upon the Appearance of such Officer, or in his Absence upon Proof that
such Summons was personally served upon him, or left at his last known Place of
Abode, such Justices may hear and determine the Matter in a summary Way, and may
adjust and declare the Balance owing by such Officer; and if it appear, either upon
Confession of such Officer, or upon Evidence, or upon Inspection of the Account, that
any Monies of the Company are in the Hands of such Officer, or owing by him to the
Company, such Justices may order such Officer to pay the same; and if he Jail to pay
the Amount it shall be lawful for such Justices to grant a Warrant to levy the same by
Distress, or, in default thereof, to commit the Offender to Gaol, there to remain without
Bail for a Period not exceeding Three Months, unless the same be sooner paid.

CXII Officers, refusing to deliver up Documents, &c. to be imprisoned.

If any such Officer refuse to make out such Account in Writing, or to produce
and deliver to the Justices the several Vouchers and Receipts relating thereto, or to
deliver up any Books, Papers, or Writings, Property, Effects, Matters, or Things, in his
Possession or Power, belonging to the Company, such Justices may lawfully commit
such Offender to Gaol, there to remain until he shall have delivered up all the Vouchers
and Receipts, if any, in his Possession or Power, relating to such Accounts, and have
delivered up all Books, Papers, Writings, Property, Effects, Matters, and Things, if
any, in his Possession or Power, belonging to the Company.

CXIII Where Officer about to abscond, a Warrant may be issued in the first instance.

Provided always, That if any Director or other Person acting on behalf of the Company
shall make Oath that he has good Reason to believe, upon Grounds to be stated in his
Deposition, and does believe, that it is the Intention of any such Officer as aforesaid to
abscond, it shall be lawful for the Justice before whom the Complaint is made, instead
of issuing his Summons, to issue his Warrant for the bringing such Officer before
such Two Justices as aforesaid ; but no Person executing such Warrant shall keep
such Officer in Custody longer than Twenty-four Hours without bringing him before
some Justice; and it shall be lawful for the Justice before whom such Officer may be
brought either to discharge such Officer, if he think there is no sufficient Ground for
his Detention, or to order such Officer to be detained in Custody, so as to be brought
before Two Justices, at a Time and Place to be named in such Order, unless such
Officer give Bail to the Satisfaction of such Justice for his Appearance before such
Justices to answer the Complaint of the Company.

CXIV Sureties not to be discharged.

No such Proceeding against or Dealing with any such Officer as aforesaid shall deprive
the Company of any Remedy which they might otherwise have against such Officer,
or any Surety of such Officer.


