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Crown Proceedings Act 1947
1947 CHAPTER 44

PART III

JUDGMENTS AND EXECUTION.

24 Interest on debts, damages and costs.

(1) Section seventeen of the Judgments Act, 1838 (which provides that a judgment debt
shall carry interest) shall apply to judgment debts due from or to the Crown.

(2) Where any costs are awarded to or against the Crown in the High Court, interest shall
be payable upon those costs unless the court otherwise orders, and any interest so
payable shall be at the same rate as that at which interest is payable upon judgment
debts due from or to the Crown.

(3) Section three of the Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1934 (which
empowers courts of record to award interest on debts and damages) shall apply to
judgments given in proceedings by and against the Crown.

(4) This section shall apply both in relation to proceedings pending at the commencement
of this Act and in relation to proceedings instituted thereafter.

25 Satisfaction of orders against the Crown.

(1) Where in any civil proceedings by or against the Crown, or in any proceedings on the
Crown side of the King's Bench Division, or in connection with any arbitration to-
which the Crown is a party, any order (including an order for costs) is made by any
court in favour of any person against the Crown or against a Government department
or against an officer of the Crown as such, the proper officer of the court shall, on
an application in that behalf made by or on behalf of that person at any time after
the expiration of twenty-one days from the date of the order or, in case the order
provides for the payment of costs and the costs require to be taxed, at any time after
the costs have been taxed, whichever is the later, issue to that person a certificate in
the prescribed form containing particulars of the order:
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Provided that, if the court so directs, a separate certificate shall be issued with respect
to the costs (if any) ordered to be paid to the applicant.

(2) A copy of any certificate issued under this section may be served by the person in
whose favour the order is made upon the person for the time being named in the record
as the solicitor, or as the person acting as solicitor, for the Crown or for the Government
department or officer concerned.

(3) If the order provides for the payment of any money by way of damages or otherwise,
or of any costs, the certificate shall state the amount so payable, and the appropriate
Government department shall, subject as hereinafter provided, pay to the person
entitled or to his solicitor the amount appearing by the certificate to be due to him
together with the interest, if any, lawfully due thereon :

Provided that the court by which any such order as aforesaid is made or any court
to which an appeal against the order lies may direct that, pending an appeal or
otherwise, payment of the whole of any amount so payable, or any part thereof, shall
be suspended, and if the certificate has not been issued may order any such directions
to be inserted therein.

(4) Save as aforesaid no execution or attachment or process in the nature thereof shall be
issued out of any court for enforcing payment by the Crown of any such money or
costs as aforesaid, and no person shall be individually liable under any order for the
payment by the Crown, or any Government department, or any officer of the Crown
as such, of any such money or costs.

(5) This section shall apply both in relation to proceedings pending at the commencement
of this Act and in relation to proceedings instituted thereafter.

26 Execution by the Crown.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any order made in favour of the Crown against
any person in any civil proceedings to which the Crown is a party may be enforced in
the same manner as an order made in an action between subjects, and not otherwise.

This subsection shall apply both in relation to proceedings pending at the
commencement of this Act and in relation to proceedings instituted thereafter.

(2) Sections four and five of the Debtors Act, 1869 (which provide respectively for the
abolition of imprisonment for debt, and for saving the power of committal in case of
small debts), shall apply to sums of money payable and debts due to the Crown :

Provided that for the purpose of the application of the said section four to any sum
of money payable or debt due to the Crown, the section shall have effect as if there
were included among the exceptions therein mentioned default in payment of any sum
payable in respect of death duties or purchase tax.

(3) Nothing in this section shall affect any procedure which immediately before the
commencement of this Act was available for enforcing an order made in favour of the
Crown in proceedings brought by the Crown for the recovery of any fine or penalty,
or the forfeiture or condemnation of any goods, or the forfeiture of any ship or any
share in a ship.
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27 Attachment of moneys payable by the Crown.

(1) Where any money is payable by the Crown to some person who, under any order of
any court, is liable to pay any money to any other person, and that other person would,
if the money so payable by the Crown were money payable by a subject, be entitled
under rules of court to obtain an order for the attachment thereof as a debt due or
accruing due, or an order for the appointment of a sequestrator or receiver to receive
the money on his behalf, the High Court may, subject to the provisions of this Act
and in accordance with rules of court, make an order restraining the first-mentioned
person from receiving that money and directing payment thereof to that other person,
or to the sequestrator or receiver:

Provided that no such order shall be made in respect of:—
(a) any wages or salary payable to any officer of the Crown as such;
(b) any money which is subject to the provisions of any enactment prohibiting or

restricting assignment or charging or taking in execution ; or
(c) any money payable by the Crown to any person on account of a deposit in the

Post Office Savings Bank.

(2) The provisions of the preceding subsection shall, so far as they relate to forms of relief
falling within the jurisdiction of a county court, have effect in relation to county courts
as they have effect in relation to the High Court, but with the substitution of a reference
to county court rules for any reference in the said subsection to rules of court.


