
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Merchant Shipping Act 1906
1906 CHAPTER 48

PART IV

PROVISIONS AS TO RELIEF AND REPATRIATION OF
DISTRESSED SEAMEN, AND SEAMEN LEFT BEHIND ABROAD

38 Payment of wages of seaman left behind on ground of unfitness or inability to
proceed to sea

(1) The master shall pay the amount of wages due to a seaman left behind on the ground
of his unfitness or inability to -proceed to sea, if he is left in a British possession to
the seaman himself, and if he is left elsewhere to the British consular officer.

(2) Where payment is made to a British consular officer, that officer shall retain one
duplicate of the account delivered to him, and, if satisfied with the account, endorse
on the other duplicate a receipt for the payment, and return it, to the master, and the
master shall deliver the duplicate within forty-eight hours of his return to his port of
destination, if that port is in the United Kingdom, to the superintendent at that port,
and, if that port is not in the United Kingdom, to the proper authority as defined for
the purpose of this Part of this Act.

(3) The payment shall be made, whenever it is practicable, in money, and, when not so
practicable, by bills drawn on the owner of the ship, but if payment is made by lull—

(a) the person signing the required certificate of the proper authority shall certify
by endorsement on the bill that the bill is drawn for seamen's wages, and shall
also endorse on the agreement with the crew the amount for which the bill is
drawn, and such further particulars as the Board of Trade require ;

(b) if the bill is drawn by the master, the owner of the ship shall be liable to pay
the amount to the holder or endorsee thereof; and it shall not be necessary in
any proceeding against the owner upon the bill to prove that the master had
authority to draw it;

(c) a bill purporting to be drawn and endorsed under this section shall, if produced
out of the custody of the Board of Trade or of the Registrar-General of
Shipping and Seamen, or of any superintendent, be admissible in evidence;
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and any endorsement on any such bill purporting to be made in pursuance
of this section shall also be admissible as evidence of the facts stated in the
endorsement.

(4) If a master fails, without reasonable cause, to make such payment of wages as provided
by this section, he shall for each offence be liable on summary conviction, in addition
to the payment of the wages, to a fine not exceeding ten pounds.


