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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 11: Advancement of Equality

Chapter 1: Public sector equality duty

Section 156: Enforcement

Effect

507. This section is designed to make it clear that the duties imposed by or under Chapter 1 of
Part 11 do not create any private law rights for individuals. These duties are, however,
enforceable by way of judicial review.

Background

508. This section is new, but it reflects the position under previous legislation.

Example

• A local council fails to give due regard to the requirements of the public sector equality
duty when deciding to stop funding a local women’s refuge. An individual would not be
able to sue the local council as a result and claim compensation. She would need to consider
whether to pursue judicial review proceedings.
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