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Adoption and Children Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 38

PART 1

ADOPTION

CHAPTER 2

THE ADOPTION SERVICE

The Adoption Service

2 Basic definitions

(1) The services maintained by local authorities under section 3(1) may be collectively
referred to as “the Adoption Service”, and a local authority or registered adoption
society may be referred to as an adoption agency.

[F1(2) In this Act, “registered adoption society” means—
(a) in relation to England, a voluntary organisation which is an adoption society

registered under Part 2 of the Care Standards Act 2000 (c. 14), or
(b) in relation to Wales, a voluntary organisation which is an adoption society

registered as a provider in Wales of an adoption service under Part 1 of the
Regulation and Inspection of Social Care (Wales) Act 2016 (anaw 2),

but in relation to the provision of any facility of the Adoption Service, references to a
registered adoption society or to an adoption agency do not include an adoption society
which is not registered in respect of that facility.]

(3) A registered adoption society is to be treated as registered in respect of any facility of
the Adoption Service unless it is a condition of its registration that it does not provide
that facility.
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(4) No application for registration under Part 2 of the Care Standards Act 2000 [F2or Part
1 of the Regulation and Inspection of Social Care (Wales) Act 2016] may be made in
respect of an adoption society which is an unincorporated body.

(5) In this Act—
“the 1989 Act” means the Children Act 1989 (c. 41),
[F3“the 2014 Act” means the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act

2014 (anaw 4),]
“adoption society” means a body whose functions consist of or include

making arrangements for the adoption of children,
“voluntary organisation” means a body other than a public or local authority

the activities of which are not carried on for profit.

(6) In this Act, “adoption support services” means—
(a) counselling, advice and information, and
(b) any other services prescribed by regulations,

in relation to adoption.

(7) The power to make regulations under subsection (6)(b) is to be exercised so as to
secure that local authorities provide financial support.

(8) In this Chapter, references to adoption are to the adoption of persons, wherever they
may be habitually resident, effected under the law of any country or territory, whether
within or outside the British Islands.
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