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SCHEDULE 9

MINOR AMENDMENTS

Poaching: forfeiture of vehicles

4 After section 4 of the Game Laws (Amendment) Act 1960 there shall be inserted
the following section—

“4A Forfeiture of vehicles.

(1) Where a person is convicted of an offence under section thirty of the Game
Act 1831 as one of five or more persons liable under that section and the court
is satisfied that any vehicle belonging to him or in his possession or under
his control at the relevant time has been used for the purpose of committing
or facilitating the commission of the offence, the court may make an order
for forfeiture under this subsection in respect of that vehicle.

(2) The court may make an order under subsection (1) above whether or not it
also deals with the offender in respect of the offence in any other way and
without regard to any restriction on forfeiture in any enactment.

(3) Facilitating the commission of the offence shall be taken for the purposes
of subsection (1) above to include the taking of any steps after it has been
committed for the purpose of—

(a) avoiding apprehension or detection; or

(b) removing from the land any person or property connected with the
offence.

(4) An order under subsection (1) above shall operate to deprive the offender of
his rights , if any, in the vehicle to which it relates, and the vehicle shall (if
not already in their possession) be taken into the possession of the police.

(5) Where any vehicle has been forfeited under subsection (1) above, a
magistrates' court may, on application by a claimant of the vehicle, other
than the offender from whom it was forfeited under subsection (1) above,
make an order for delivery of the vehicle to the applicant if it appears to the
court that he is the owner of the vehicle.

(6) No application shall be made under subsection (5) above by any claimant
of the vehicle after the expiration of six months from the date on which an
order in respect of the vehicle was made under subsection (1) above.

(7) No such application shall succeed unless the claimant satisfies the court
either that he had not consented to the offender having possession of the
vehicle or that he did not know, and had no reason to suspect, that the vehicle
was likely to be used for a purpose mentioned in subsection (1) above.

(8) An order under subsection (5) above shall not affect the right of any person
to take, within the period of six months from the date of an order under
subsection (5) above, proceedings for the recovery of the vehicle from the
person in possession of it in pursuance of the order, but on the expiration of
that period the right shall cease.
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(9) The Secretary of State may make regulations for the disposal of vehicles,
and for the application of the proceeds of sale of vehicles, forfeited under
subsection (1) above where no application by a claimant of the property
under subsection (5) above has been made within the period specified in
subsection (6) above or no such application has succeeded.

(10) The regulations may also provide for the investment of money and the audit
of accounts.

(11) The power to make regulations under subsection (9) above shall be
exercisable by statutory instrument which shall be subject to annulment in
pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

(12) In this section, “relevant time”, in relation to a person convicted of an
offence such as is mentioned in subsection (1) above, means the time
when the vehicle was used for the purpose of committing or facilitating the
commission of the offence, or the time of the issue of a summons in respect
of the offence.”.



