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59

New Roads and Street Works Act 1991

1991 CHAPTER 22

PART IIT

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES
Notice and co-ordination of works

General duty of street authority to co-ordinate works.

(1) A street authority shall use their best endeavours to co-ordinate the execution of works
of all kinds (including works for road purposes) ["'and the carrying out of relevant
activities] in the streets for which they are responsible—

(a) in the interests of safety,

(b) to minimise the inconvenience to persons using the street (having regard, in
particular, to the needs of people with a disability), and

(c) to protect the structure of the street and the integrity of apparatus in it.

(2) That duty extends to co-ordination with other street authorities where works [*or
relevant activities] in a street for which one authority are responsible affect streets for
which other authorities are responsible.

(3) The Secretary of State shall issue or approve for the purposes of this section codes
of practice giving practical guidance as to the matters mentioned above; and in
discharging their general duty of co-ordination a street authority shall have regard to
any such code of practice.

(4) If it appears to the Secretary of State that a street authority are not properly discharging
their general duty of co-ordination, he may direct the authority to supply him with
such information as he considers necessary to enable him to decide whether that is the
case and if so what action to take.

The direction shall specify the information to be provided and the period within which
it is to be provided.
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(5) If after the end of that period (whether or not the direction has been complied with) it
appears to the Secretary of State that the authority are not properly discharging their
general duty of co-ordination, he may direct the authority to take such steps as he
considers appropriate for the purpose of discharging that duty.

The direction shall specify the steps to be taken and the period within which they are
to be taken, and may include a requirement to make a report or periodic reports to the
Secretary of State as to what steps have been taken and the results of taking them.

(6) A direction under this section may be varied or revoked by a further direction.
[*(7) In this section “relevant activities” means any activity, other than the execution of
works in the street or the use of the street by traffic (including pedestrians), which—

(a) involves the temporary occupation or use of space in a street;

(b) is subject to regulation by the street authority by virtue of provision made by
or under any Act other than this Act; and

(c) is prescribed by regulations made by the Secretary of State.]
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Pt. 3 modified (9.2.2016) by The National Grid (Hinkley Point C Connection Project) Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/49), arts. 1, 11(1) (with art. 32)

Pt. 3 modified (18.2.2016) by The A19/A1058 Coast Road (Junction Improvement) Development
Consent Order 2016 (S.1. 2016/73), arts. 1, 8(2) (with art. 37)

Pt. 3 modified (1.6.2016) by The A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme Development
Consent Order 2016 (S.1. 2016/547), arts. 1, 10(1)(2) (with arts. 4, 5(3))

Pt. 3 applied (14.6.2016) by The Midland Metro (Birmingham City Centre Extension, etc.) (Land
Acquisition and Variation) Order 2016 (S.1. 2016/545), arts. 1, 3(1) (with art. 39)

Pt. 3 modified (14.6.2016) by The Midland Metro (Birmingham City Centre Extension, etc.) (Land
Acquisition and Variation) Order 2016 (S.1. 2016/545), arts. 1, 3(2) (with art. 39)

. 59 applied (4.4.1996) by S.I. 1996/937, art. 8(4)(5)

. 59 applied (13.1.1999) by S.I. 1998/3269, art. 4(2)(3)

. 59 applied (27.8.1998) by S.I. 1998/1936, art. 4(3)

. 59 applied (21.5.1997) by S.I. 1997/1266, art. 5(2)(3)

. 59 applied (10.2.1997) by S.I. 1997/264, art. 8(6)(7)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (30.4.1999) by S.I. 1999/1306, art. 8(4)(5)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (21.7.1999) by S.I. 1999/2129, art. 8(5)(6)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (20.8.1999) by S.I. 1999/2336, art. 9(5)(6)(8)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (23.8.1999) by S.I. 1999/2981, art. 7(5)(6)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (11.11.1996) by S.I. 1996/2714, art. 4(2)(3)

. 59: functions of a local authority made exercisable by, or by employees of, such person as may

be authorised in that behalf by the local highway authority whose function it is (23.7.1999) by S.I.
1999/2106, art. 2, Sch. 2 para. 1(c)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (29.3.2001) by S.I. 2001/1348, art. 21(3)-(5)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (29.3.2001) by S.I. 2001/1347, art. 3(3)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (18.7.2001) by S.I. 2001/2870, art. 10(6)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (24.7.2001) by S.I. 2001/3627, art. 4(3)(4)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (9.11.2001) by S.I. 2001/3682, art. 8(6)

. 59 applied (with modifications) (14.3.2002) by The Chester Guided Busway Order 2002 (S.I.
2002/412), art. 9(4)(5) (with art. 38);

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (30.4.2002) by The Docklands Light Railway (Silvertown and
London City Airport Extension) Order 2002 (S.1. 2002/1066), art. 3(3)(4);

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (31.5.2002) by The Greater Manchester (Light Rapid Transit
System) (Trafford Depot) Order 2002 (S.1. 2002/1327), art. 3(3)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (28.4.2003) by The Network Rail (West Coast Main Line) Order
2003 (S.I. 2003/1075), arts. 1, 13(6)(7)(8) (with art. 40)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (2.4.2004) by The Docklands Light Railway (Woolwich Arsenal
Extension) Order 2004 (S.I. 2004/757), arts. 1, 3(3)(4)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (19.11.2004) by The Scarweather Sands Offshore Wind Farm Order
2004 (S.I. 2004/3054), arts. 1, 6(4)(5) (with art. 38)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (11.2.2005) by The Merseytram (Liverpool City Centre to Kirkby)
Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/120), arts. 1, 4(4)(5) (with arts. 65, 66)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (22.3.2005) by The Midland Metro (Wednesbury to Brierley Hill
and Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 2005 (S.1. 2005/927), art. 3(3)(4) (with art. 51)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (4.5.2005) by The Telford Railfreight Terminal (Donnington) Order
2005 (S.I. 2005/1163), arts. 1, 12(7)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (22.7.2005) by The Midland Metro (Birmingham City Centre
Extension, etc.) Order 2005 (S.1. 2005/1794), arts. 1, 3(3)(4) (with art. 47)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (3.8.2005) by The Greater Manchester (Leigh Busway) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/1918), arts. 1, 3(3)(4)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (26.8.2005) by The River Tyne (Tunnels) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2222), arts. 1, 8(9)(10) (with arts. 45(1), 48, Sch. 10 paras. 21, 29)
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Ss. 59, 60 applied (with modifications) (8.10.2005) by The Leicestershire County Council (Ashby de
la Zouch Canal Extension) Order 2005 (S.1. 2005/2786), arts. 1, 9(2)(3)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (25.11.2005) by The Docklands Light Railway (Capacity
Enhancement) Order 2005 (S.1. 2005/3105), arts. 1, 3(4) (with arts. 3(5), 15(3))

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (11.1.2006) by The Cambridgeshire Guided Busway Order 2005
(S.1. 2005/3523), arts. 1, 3(3)(4) (with art. 52)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (3.7.2006) by The Port of Blyth (Battleship Wharf Railway) Order
2006 (S.I. 2006/1518), arts. 1, 4

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (14.9.2006) by The Borough of Poole (Poole Harbour Opening
Bridges) Order 2006 (S.1. 2006/2310), arts. 1, 9(5)(6) (with art. 40, Sch. 7 para. 12)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (22.11.2006) by The Docklands Light Railway (Stratford
International Extension) Order 2006 (S.I. 2006/2905), arts. 1, 3(4)(5) (with art. 43)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (13.12.2006) by The Network Rail (Thameslink 2000) Order 2006
(S.1.2006/3117), arts. 1, 16(6)(7) (with arts. 34, 35(2))

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (13.12.2006) by The Luton Dunstable Translink Order 2006 (S.I.
2006/3118), arts. 1, 10(5)(6)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (19.3.2007) by The Ouseburn Barrage Order 2007 (S.1. 2007/608),
arts. 1, 8(2) (with arts. 46-48, Sch. 6 para. 23)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (23.8.2007) by The Docklands Light Railway (Capacity
Enhancement and 2012 Games Preparation) Order 2007 (S.1. 2007/2297), arts. 1, 3(4)(5) (with arts.
3(6), 12(3))

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (28.9.2007) by The London Gateway Logistics and Commercial
Centre Order 2007 (S.1. 2007/2657), arts. 1, 3(2)(3) (with arts. 19, 28, Sch. 3 para. 13(2))

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (16.5.2008) by The London Gateway Port Harbour Empowerment
Order 2008 (S.1. 2008/1261), arts. 1, 6(3)(4) (with arts. 41(1), 45, 54(2), 55, 56, 57, 58(6))

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (14.10.2008) by The Felixstowe Branch Line and Ipswich Yard
Improvement Order 2008 (S.1. 2008/2512), arts. 1, 4(2)(3) (with art. 36(3))

S. 59 applied (9.6.2009) by The Nottingham Express Transit System Order 2009 (S.1. 2009/1300), arts.
1, 4(4)(5) (with Sch. 13 para. 14(2), Sch. 14 para. 19, Sch. 16)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (18.9.2009) by The London Underground (Victoria Station
Upgrade) Order 2009 (S.1. 2009/2364), arts. 1, 3(4)(5)

S. 59 applied (20.7.2010) by The Network Rail (Nuneaton North Chord) Order 2010 (S.1. 2010/1721),
arts. 1, 4(1)(2)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (1.2.2011) by The River Mersey (Mersey Gateway Bridge) Order
2011 (S.1.2011/41), arts. 1, 3(2)(3) (with art. 51, Sch. 10 paras. 68, 85)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (21.4.2011) by The Network Rail (Hitchin (Cambridge Junction))
Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1072), arts. 1, 4(2)-(3)

S. 59 applied (26.9.2012) by The Network Rail (Ipswich Chord) Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/2284), arts. 1,
10(2) (with art. 26(2))

S. 59 applied (6.11.2012) by The Network Rail (North Doncaster Chord) Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/2635),
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S. 59 applied (with modifications) (22.8.2013) by The Leeds Railway Station (Southern Entrance)
Order 2013 (S.1. 2013/1933), arts. 1, 3(3)(4)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (6.11.2013) by The Transport for Greater Manchester (Light Rapid
Transit System) (Second City Crossing) Order 2013 (S.1. 2013/2587), arts. 1, 4(4)(5) (with arts. 42, 43)
S. 59 applied (20.11.2013) by The M1 Junction 10a (Grade Separation) Order 2013 (S.1. 2013/2808),
arts. 1, 8(4)(5)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (21.11.2013) by The Network Rail (Redditch Branch Enhancement)
Order 2013 (S.1. 2013/2809), arts. 1, 10(2)(3) (with arts. 27(2), 39, Sch. 10 para. 4)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (9.1.2014) by The National Grid (King’s Lynn B Power Station
Connection) Order 2013 (S.1. 2013/3200), arts. 1, 9(2)(3)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (9.1.2014) by The Ashton Vale to Temple Meads and Bristol City
Centre Rapid Transit Order 2013 (S.I. 2013/3244), arts. 1, 4(4)(5) (with arts. 57, 58, Sch. 11 para. 19)
S. 59 applied (with modifications) (21.4.2014) by The Network Rail (Norton Bridge Area
Improvements) Order 2014 (S.1. 2014/909), arts. 1, 12(3)(4) (with art. 34(2))

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (7.5.2014) by The National Grid (North London Reinforcement
Project) Order 2014 (S.1. 2014/1052), arts. 1, 13(2)(3)

Ss. 54-106 applied (7.7.2014) by The East Anglia ONE Offshore Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.1.
2014/1599), arts. 1, 8(3) (with arts. 37, 38, Sch. 9 para. 19)

Ss. 54-106 applied (6.8.2014) by The Rampion Offshore Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/1873), arts.
1, 15(3) (with arts. 7(6), 12, 13, Sch. 12 Pt. 1 para. 19, Sch. 12 Pt. 2 para. 6, sch. 12 Pt. 3 para. 5, Sch.
12 Pt. 4 para. 4, Sch. 12 Pt. 5 para. 4)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (19.8.2014) by The Network Rail (Huyton) Order 2014 (S.I.
2014/2027), arts. 1, 4(4) (with art. 31(2))

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (18.9.2014) by The A556 (Knutsford to Bowdon Improvement)
Development Consent Order 2014 (S.1. 2014/2269), arts. 1, 8(4)(5)

Ss. 54-106 applied (24.9.2014) by The Thames Water Ultilities Limited (Thames Tideway Tunnel)
Order 2014 (S.1. 2014/2384), arts. 1, 10(4), 11(5) (with arts. 55, 56)

Ss. 54-106 applied (2.10.2014) by The North Killingholme (Generating Station) Order 2014 (S.I.
2014/2434), arts. 1, 9(3) (with arts. 6, 9(4), 13, Sch. 8 Pt. 1 para. 6, Sch. 8 Pt. 3 paras. 4(3), 6, 17, Sch.
8 Pt. 5 para. 9)

S. 59 applied (2.10.2014) by The Clocaenog Forest Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.1. 2014/2441), arts. 1,
13(2)(3) (with art. 33)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (21.10.2014) by The Central Bedfordshire Council (Woodside Link
Houghton Regis) Development Consent Order 2014 (S.1. 2014/2637), arts. 1, 8(4)(5)

Ss. 54-106 applied (29.10.2014) by The Able Marine Energy Park Development Consent Order 2014
(S.1. 2014/2935), art. 15(3) (with arts. 30(4), 53)

Ss. 54-106 applied (28.11.2014) by The Walney Extension Offshore Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.1.
2014/2950), arts. 1, 10(3) (with arts. 38, 39)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (15.12.2014) by The London Underground (Northern Line
Extension) Order 2014 (S.1. 2014/3102), arts. 1, 3(4)(5) (with Sch. 8 para. 45)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (31.12.2014) by The Hornsea One Offshore Wind Farm Order 2014
(S.1.2014/3331), arts. 1, 7(1)(2) (with arts. 37, 38)

Ss. 54-106 applied (7.1.2015) by The Willington C Gas Pipeline Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/3328), arts. 1,
10(3)

Ss. 54-106 applied (2.2.2015) by The Northumberland County Council (A1 — South East
Northumberland Link Road (Morpeth Northern Bypass)) Development Consent Order 2015 (S.1.
2015/23), arts. 1, 9(2)

S. 59 applied (with modifications) (25.2.2015) by The A160/A180 (Port of Immingham Improvement)
Development Consent Order 2015 (S.1. 2015/129), arts. 1, 9(4)(5)

Ss. 54-106 applied (26.2.2015) by The Cornwall Council (A30 Temple to Higher Carblake
Improvement) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/147), arts. 1, 9(3)
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C103 Ss. 54-106 applied (11.3.2015) by The Dogger Bank Creyke Beck Offshore Wind Farm Order 2015
(S.I. 2015/318), arts. 1, 13(3) (with arts. 8(5), 35, 40, 41, Sch. 12 Pt. 1 paras. 4, 9(2), 10, Pt. 2 paras.
4(2)(3), 19, Pt. 4 paras. 3, 4, 16)

C104 Ss. 54-106 applied (1.4.2015) by The Knottingley Power Plant Order 2015 (S.1. 2015/680), arts. 1,
10(3) (with art. 7(6), Sch. 8 para. 10)

C105 S. 59 applied (with modifications) (21.4.2015) by The Network Rail (Ordsall Chord) Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/780), arts. 1, 4(2)(3) (with art. 36(2))

C106 Ss. 54-106 applied (23.6.2015) by The Norfolk County Council (Norwich Northern Distributor Road
(A1067 to A47(T))) Order 2015 (S.1. 2015/1347), arts. 1, 9(2)

C107 Ss. 54-106 applied (30.6.2015) by The Swansea Bay Tidal Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1386), arts. 1, 9(3) (with arts. 51, 53)

C108 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.8.2015) by The Preesall Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2015 (S.1.
2015/1561), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 44)

C109 Ss. 54-106 applied (14.8.2015) by The Progress Power (Gas Fired Power Station) Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1570), arts. 1, 10(3)

C110 Ss. 54-106 applied (26.8.2015) by The Dogger Bank Teesside A and B Offshore Wind Farm
Order 2015 (S.1. 2015/1592), arts. 1, 14(3) (with arts. 35, 40, 41)

C111 Ss. 54-106 applied (19.11.2015) by The Ferrybridge Multifuel 2 Power Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1832), arts. 1(2), 9(3)

C112 Ss. 54-106 applied (30.12.2015) by The Port Talbot Steelworks Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1984), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 26)

C113 S. 59 applied (with modifications) (12.1.2016) by The London Underground (Bank Station Capacity
Upgrade) Order 2015 (S.1. 2015/2044), arts. 1, 4(4)(5)

C114 S. 59 modified (9.2.2016) by The National Grid (Hinkley Point C Connection Project) Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/49), arts. 1, 11(2)(3) (with art. 32)

C115 S. 59 applied (18.2.2016) by The A19/A1058 Coast Road (Junction Improvement) Development
Consent Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/73), arts. 1, 8(4)(5) (with art. 37)

C116 Ss. 54-106 applied (with modifications) (25.3.2016) by The Thorpe Marsh Gas Pipeline Order 2016
(S.1.2016/297), arts. 1, 12(3) (with art. 39)

C117 S. 59 applied (with modifications) (1.6.2016) by The A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement
Scheme Development Consent Order 2016 (S.1. 2016/547), arts. 1, 10(4)(5) (with arts. 4, 5(3))

C118 S. 59 applied (with modifications) (14.6.2016) by The Midland Metro (Birmingham City Centre
Extension, etc.) (Land Acquisition and Variation) Order 2016 (S.1. 2016/545), arts. 1, 3(3)(4) (with art.
39)

Commencement Information
I S. 59 wholly in force: s. 59(1)(2)(4)-(6) in force at 1.1.1993, see s. 170 and S.1. 1992/2984, art. 2(2),
Sch. 2; 5. 59(3) in force at 14.7.1992 by S.I. 1992/1686, art. 3, Sch.
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