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Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 43

PART I

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE

[F1Trial by single justice on the papers

[F116B Cases not tried in accordance with section 16A

(1) If a magistrates' court decides, before the accused is convicted of the offence, that it is
not appropriate to convict the accused in proceedings conducted in accordance with
section 16A, the court may not try or continue to try the charge in that way.

(2) A magistrates' court may not try a written charge in accordance with section 16A
if, at any time before the trial, the accused or the accused's legal representative on
the accused's behalf gives notice to the designated officer specified in the single
justice procedure notice that the accused does not desire to be tried in accordance with
section 16A.

(3) If a magistrates' court may not try or continue to try a written charge in accordance
with section 16A because the conditions in section 16A(1) are not satisfied or because
of subsection (1) or (2), the magistrates' court dealing with the matter must—

(a) adjourn the trial, if it has begun, and
(b) issue a summons directed to the accused requiring the accused to appear

before a magistrates' court for the trial of the written charge.

(4) A magistrates' court issuing a summons under subsection (3)(b) may be composed of
a single justice.]
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