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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1996 No. 275

The Gas (Northern Ireland) Order 1996

PART II
GAS SUPPLY AND ASSOCIATED ACTIVITIES

Other functions of Director

General functions

27.—(1)  It shall be the duty of the Director, so far as it appears to him practicable to do so—
(a) to keep under review the carrying on both in Northern Ireland and elsewhere of activities

connected with the conveyance, storage and supply of gas; and
(b) to collect information with respect to those activities, and the persons by whom they are

carried on, with a view to facilitating the exercise of his[F1 gas functions].

(2)  The Department may [F2issue guidance] indicating—
(a) considerations to which the Director should have particular regard in determining the order

of priority in which matters are to be brought under review in performing his duty under
paragraph (1)(a) or (b); and

(b) considerations to which, in cases where it appears to the Director that any of his[F1 gas
functions] are exercisable, he should have particular regard in determining whether to
exercise those functions.

(3)  It shall be the duty of the Director, where either he considers it expedient or he is requested by
the Department or[F3 the CMA] to do so, to give information, advice and assistance to the Department
or[F3 the CMA] with respect to any matter in respect of which any[F1 of the gas functions of the
Authority or the Department] is exercisable.

[F1(3A)  In this Article "gas functions" means—
(a) functions under this Part, and
(b) functions under the Energy (Northern Ireland) Order 2003 relating to gas.]

[F4(3B)  The activities to which paragraph (1) applies include, in particular, the matters specified
in the following provisions of the Directive as matters to be monitored—

(a) Article 26(3);
(b) Article 41(1)(g) to (k), (m), (n) [F5, (r) and] (t);
(c) where an independent system operator has been designated under Article 8H of this Order,

Article 41(3)(a) and (b); and
F6(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(e) Article 41(9).]
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[F7(3C)  For the purposes of paragraph (3B)(c), the reference to Article 41(3)(a) is to be read
as if the reference in that provision to Article 41 were a reference to Article 41 as implemented in
Northern Ireland immediately before IP completion day.]

[F8(3D)  For the purposes of paragraph (3B)(e), the reference to Article 41(9) is to be read as if, in
Article 41(9) of the Directive, the reference to interconnectors were a reference to any transmission
line which crosses or spans the border—

(a) between Northern Ireland and Great Britain; or
(b) between Northern Ireland and a country or territory outside the United Kingdom.

(3E)  In paragraph (3D) a “transmission line” means any pipe-line which is a high pressure pipe-
line for the purposes of Article 36 (see Article 36(8)).]
Para. (4) rep. by 2003 NI 6

F1 2003 NI 6
F2 Words in art. 27(2) substituted (15.4.2011) by Gas and Electricity (Internal Markets) Regulations

(Northern Ireland) 2011 (S.R. 2011/155), reg. 67
F3 Words in art. 27(3) substituted (1.4.2014) by Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act 2013

(Competition) (Consequential, Transitional and Saving Provisions) Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/892), art. 2,
Sch. 1 para. 221(11) (with art. 3)

F4 Art. 27(3B) inserted (15.4.2011) by Gas and Electricity (Internal Markets) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 2011 (S.R. 2011/155), reg. 69

F5 Words in art. 27(3B)(b) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Electricity and Gas etc. (Amendment etc.)
(EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/530), regs. 1(1), 121(2)(a); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F6 Art. 27(3B)(d) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Electricity and Gas etc. (Amendment etc.) (EU
Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/530), regs. 1(1), 121(2)(b); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F7 Art. 27(3C) added (31.12.2020) by The Electricity and Gas etc. (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/530), regs. 1(1), 121(3) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1016, regs. 1(2), 3(38));
2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F8 Art. 27(3D)(3E) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Gas (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 2020 (S.R. 2020/305), regs. 1(2), 4(2)

2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/2003/ni6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1996/275/article/27/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2011/155
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2011/155
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2011/155/regulation/67
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1996/275/article/27/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/892
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/892
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/892/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/892/schedule/1/paragraph/221/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/892/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1996/275/article/27/3B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2011/155
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2011/155
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2011/155/regulation/69
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1996/275/article/27/3B/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530/regulation/121/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1996/275/article/27/3B/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530/regulation/121/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/530/regulation/121/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1016
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1016/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1016/regulation/3/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1996/275/article/27/3D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1996/275/article/27/3E
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/305
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/305
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/305/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2020/305/regulation/4/2


Changes to legislation: 
The Gas (Northern Ireland) Order 1996, Section 27 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 03 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Instrument am. (pt.prosp.) by 1998 c. 41 s.66(5)Sch.10 Pt.III para.8
– Instrument amended by 1998 c. 41 s.66(5)Sch.10 Pt.V para.18
– Instrument rev. in pt. (prosp.) by 1998 c. 41 ss.66(5),74(3), Sch.10, Pt.V, para.18,

Sch.14, Pt.II

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
– art. 18(1A)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, Sch. 1 para. 7(2)(b) (as substituted) by S.I.

2019/1245 reg. 24 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)
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