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2011 CHAPTER 16

PART 2
PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

Promotion of welfare

Improvement notices

10.—(1)  If an inspector is of the opinion that a person is failing to comply
with section 9(1), the inspector may serve on that person a notice which—

(a) states that the inspector is of that opinion;
(b) specifies the respects in which the inspector considers the person is failing

to comply with that provision;
(c) specifies the steps the inspector considers need to be taken in order to

comply with the provision;
(d) specifies a period for the taking of those steps; and
(e) explains the effect of subsections (2) to (6).

(2)  Where a notice under subsection (1) (“an improvement notice”) is served,
no proceedings for an offence under section 9(1) may be instituted before the end
of the period specified for the purposes of subsection (1)(d) (“the compliance
period”) in respect of—

(a) the non-compliance which gave rise to the notice, or
(b) any continuation of that non-compliance.

(3)  If the steps specified in an improvement notice are taken at any time
before the end of the compliance period, no proceedings for an offence under
section 9(1) may be instituted in respect of—

1



c. 16 Document Generated: 2024-04-04  
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Welfare

of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, Section 10. (See end of Document for details)

(a) the non-compliance which gave rise to the notice; or
(b) any continuation of that non-compliance prior to the taking of the steps

specified in the notice.
(4)  Where an improvement notice is served, no proceedings for an offence

under subsection (6) may be instituted before the end of the compliance period.
(5)  An inspector may extend, or further extend, the compliance period

specified in an improvement notice.
(6)  A person on whom an improvement notice has been served commits an

offence if, without reasonable excuse, that person fails in a material regard to
comply with the notice.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 10 in operation at 2.4.2012 by S.R. 2012/154, art. 2(a), Sch. 1
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