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EXPLANATORY NOTES

SCHEDULE: TEMPORARY MEASURES

Part 5: Criminal procedure time limits

Chapter 1: Extension of periods

Solemn proceedings: periods within which procedural hearings and trial must
commence

267. Paragraph 20 makes provision to temporarily extend certain statutory time limits
contained in the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 relating to criminal
proceedings, making similar provision to the temporary modifications made by
paragraph 10 of schedule 4 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 and paragraph 1 of
schedule 2 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020.

268. Sub-paragraph (2) amends section 65 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995,
which applies certain time limits in respect of solemn trials, by increasing the time limit
within which a preliminary hearing or a first diet must be commenced following the first
appearance of an accused from 11 months to 17 months and the time limit within which
the trial must commence following that first appearance from 12 months to 18 months.

269. If the preliminary hearing, or (as the case may be) first diet or trial are not commenced
within the respective periods, the accused must be discharged from any indictment in
respect of the offence and must not at any time be proceeded against on indictment in
respect of that offence. The periods mentioned may still be extended under section 65(3)
or on appeal under section 65(8) or under section 74(4)(c).
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