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PART 3

ELIGIBILITY AND KEY CONCEPTS
Meaning of “abuse”

19 Meaning of “abuse”

(1) In this Act, “abuse”, in relation to references to a person having been abused,
includes—

(a) sexual abuse,

(b) physical abuse,

(c) emotional abuse,

(d) abuse which takes the form of neglect.

(2) For the purpose of subsection (1)(b), “physical abuse” includes corporal punishment
to the extent that, at the time it was administered, it was not permitted under or by
virtue of any enactment or rule of law because it was—

(a) excessive, arbitrary or cruel,
(b) administered for an improper motive, or
(¢) not so permitted for another reason.
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