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The Bill for this Act of the Scottish Parliament was passed by the Parliament on 19th January 
2016 and received Royal Assent on 23rd February 2016 
 
 
An Act of the Scottish Parliament to make provision for the effect of an apology in certain legal 
proceedings. 
 
 
1 Effect of apology in legal proceedings 

In any legal proceedings to which this Act applies, an apology made (outside the 
proceedings) in connection with any matter⎯ 

(a) is not admissible as evidence of anything relevant to the determination of liability 
in connection with that matter, and 

(b) cannot be used in any other way to the prejudice of the person by or on behalf of 
whom the apology was made. 

 
2 Legal proceedings covered 

(1) This Act applies to all civil proceedings except⎯ 

(a) inquiries (including joint inquiries) which the Scottish Ministers cause to be held 
under section 1 of the Inquiries Act 2005 or which they convert under section 15 
of that Act into inquiries under that Act, 

(b) proceedings under the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011, 

(c) inquiries under the Inquiries into Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2016, and 

(d) defamation proceedings. 

(2) This Act does not apply to an apology made in accordance with the duty of candour 
procedure set out in Part 2 of the Health (Tobacco, Nicotine etc. and Care) (Scotland) 
Act 2016. 

(3) This Act does not apply to criminal proceedings. 

(4) The Scottish Ministers may by regulations modify the exceptions in subsections (1) and 
(2) so as to add an exception, vary the description of an exception or remove an 
exception. 

(5) Regulations under subsection (4) are subject to the affirmative procedure.  
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(6) Regulations under subsection (4) may include transitional, transitory or saving 
provision. 

 
3 Definition of apology 

In this Act an apology means any statement made by or on behalf of a person which 
indicates that the person is sorry about, or regrets, an act, omission or outcome and 
includes any part of the statement which contains an undertaking to look at the 
circumstances giving rise to the act, omission or outcome with a view to preventing a 
recurrence. 

 
4 No retrospective effect 

This Act applies to an apology only if⎯ 

(a) the apology is made after the time when section 1 comes into force, and  

(b) the legal proceedings referred to in that section have not begun before that time. 

 
5 Commencement  

(1) This section and section 6 come into force on the day after Royal Assent. 

(2) The other provisions of this Act come into force on such date as the Scottish Ministers 
may by regulations appoint. 

(3) Different days may be appointed for different purposes. 

(4) Regulations under subsection (2) may include transitional, transitory or saving 
provision.  

 
6 Short title 

The short title of this Act is the Apologies (Scotland) Act 2016. 

 
 © Crown Copyright 201  

Printed in the UK by The Stationery Office Limited under the authority and superintendence of Carol Tullo, the Queen’s Printer 
for Scotland. 

6









Online
www.tsoshop.co.uk

Mail, Telephone, Fax & E-mail

Telephone orders/General enquiries 0333 202 5070
Fax orders: 0333 202 5080
Email: customer.services@tso.co.uk
Textphone: 0333 202 5077

TSO@Blackwell and other Accredited Agents



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


