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BURIAL AND CREMATION

(SCOTLAND) ACT 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 – Cremation

Crematorium: further requirements

Section 61 – Closure of crematorium

156. Subsection (1) requires a cremation authority to give written notice of the intended
closure to the inspector of cremation. Subsection (2)(a)(i) states that the period of notice
should be 3 months where practicable. Subsection (2)(a)(ii) sets out that the cremation
authority must give written notice on the first day on which it is practicable to give
notice, where it is not able to give 3 months’ notice. This approach allows various
situations to be covered, including where a cremation authority decides to close a
crematorium and where the closure is not voluntary (e.g. closure due to insolvency).

157. Subsection (3) gives the Scottish Ministers the power to make further provision in
regulations in connection with the closure of crematoriums. By virtue of subsection (4)
regulations may make provision obliging a cremation authority to comply with
requirements about the provision of information to an inspector of cremation and to
comply with any requirements about any other matters relating to the closure.
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