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The inquiry

22 Publishing restrictions in relation to children

(1) Subsection (2) applies where a child is involved in an inquiry.

(2) The sheriff may order that no person may publish any material by which the child may
be identified in connection with the inquiry.

(3) Such material includes (but is not limited to)—
(a) the child's name or address,
(b) the name of a school attended by the child,
(c) a picture of the child.

(4) The sheriff may make an order under subsection (2)—
(a) on the sheriff's own initiative, or
(b) on the application of the procurator fiscal or a participant in the inquiry.

(5) A person who fails to comply with an order under subsection (2) commits an offence.

(6) A person who commits an offence under subsection (5) is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the standard scale.

(7) It is a defence for a person charged with an offence under subsection (5) to show that
the person did not know or have reason to believe that the publication of the material
would identify the child in connection with the inquiry.

(8) In this section—
“material” means anything that is capable of being read, looked at, watched or
listened to, either directly or after conversion from data stored in another form,
“publish” includes in particular—

(a) to publish in a programme service, as defined by section 201 of the
Broadcasting Act 1990,

(b) to cause to be published.
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